
 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer        6 October 2022 
 
Year 8 Battlefield Trip – 23-24 June 2023 
 
The History Department are organising a two-day visit to Ypres in Belgium, and the Somme, in France in 
order to visit some of the battlefields of the First World War. The purpose of this visit is to enhance the 
Year 8 curriculum by bringing to life the study of the war.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to visit the Passchendaele museum before moving on to Tyne Cot, 
the largest British First World War cemetery, and Sanctuary Wood where the original trench systems 
have been preserved. Students will then visit Ypres where they will be given an evening meal and a visit 
to a Belgium chocolate shop.  They will then be able to visit the Menin Gate within Ypres. The Menin 
Gate is of great importance as both a permanent memorial to all those who died on the Ypres Salient and 
as the location of the ‘Last Post’ ceremony which takes place every evening to honour the dead.   
 
We will travel by coach to spend a night at a French Chateaux. The following day students will travel to 
the Somme area where they will visit some of the largest war cemeteries in France such as Thiepval, and 
get to explore sites such as Newfoundland Park, where parts of the trench system are still intact.  We 
will then travel back to Calais by coach and return to school.   
 
 

Date of trip: Friday 23 June 2022 to Saturday 24 June 2023 

Location: Ypres, Belgium & Somme, France 

Departure from & 
time: 

Charters School at 5 am on Friday 23 June 2023 

Return to & time: Charters School around 10.30 pm on Saturday 24 June 2023 

Trip Leader: Mr W Espensen 

Transport: Coach and Eurostar 

Dress Code: Appropriate outdoor clothing, waterproofs, old trainers/wellington boots. 

Students should bring: A large, packed lunch for Friday. Money for dinner on Saturday (between £20 - £25) 
Small amount of Euros for food and souvenirs. 

Mobile phones: Not allowed 

Registering your 
child’s interest: 

Due to the popularity of this trip, we would like you to register your interest via an MS 
Form in the first instance. We believe this is the fairest way to ensure all students have 
the same opportunity to attend the trip as we will allocate places via a ballot if it is over-
subscribed. Once the deadline for filling in the online form (Thursday 13 October at 
Midday) has passed, all names will ‘go into a hat’ and any others not drawn will then go 
on the reserve list. A link to the ballot is below: 
 
Online Ballot Form 
 
We will notify all parents if they have been successful /unsuccessful in gaining a place 
via email. If your child has been successful in gaining a place, you will then be required 
to pay the deposit payment (as below) on ParentPay. If payment is not received, the 
place on the trip will be allocated to the next person on the reserve list. 

Cost: £289  
If your child is successful in gaining a place, a deposit payment of £145, will be required 
by Friday 21 October. If payment is not received, the place on the trip will be allocated 
to the next person on the reserve list 

Payment Method: 
 
 

Our preferred method of payment is by ParentPay.com our secure online payment system, 
which accepts both credit and debit cards. Please contact the school if you have mislaid your 
log in details. 
Whilst we do not encourage manual payments, if you have to pay by cheque, please make it 
payable to Charters School and include your son/daughter’s name, tutor group 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yE3exGQl40K_l_tDz8FnQq4vvaxWl-ZFpH5tGpvPPlJUMkJGUk1CUFZIOVc4RlFaMEFBVU9JTVBRRy4u


 

Places Available: 50 

 
The cost of this trip will be £289, to include all transport costs, provision of tour guide, entrance to 
museums, accommodation and the meals provided.  
 
Please note that whilst the school adheres to the Department For Education (DFE) and wider UK 
government guidance and we have risk assessments and full insurance in place, it is important to note 
that disinclination to travel is not covered and you would not be entitled to a refund in this instance. 
 
If you have any further questions at this stage, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
MR. W ESPENSEN 
History Department 
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