
Year 9 Options

A Guide for Students and Parents

UNITY, RESPECT, EXCELLENCE



DO DON’T

Talk to parents/carers, tutors and subject 

teachers about courses and your capacity to 

be successful.

Choose a subject because your friend is doing it. 

This is about your future, and it shouldn’t be 

based on anything other than your dreams and 

aspirations. Remember, you might not be in the 

same group.
Read the subject details on the website 

carefully and ask if you need more 

information.

Choose a subject because you like a particular 

teacher. They may not be your teacher next 

year.

Opt for a balanced choice of subjects to keep 

your future options open.

Avoid a subject because of your experiences of 

being taught by a particular teacher. Again, you 

don’t know who will be your teacher next year.

Choose subjects which will allow you to excel
Choose a subject because it ‘looks fun’ - fully 

investigate it before you make a decision.

GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS

The time has arrived for you to decide which subjects you will study over the next two years for your Key

Stage 4 curriculum. Your decision is a very important one as it will affect:

• Your progress over the next two years.

• Your choices for further study at the end of these two years.

• Your prospects for employment.

The information we have uploaded onto the website is designed to help you make these decisions, so it is

important that you spend time looking at all of your options and discuss your thoughts with

parents/carers, teachers and your tutor. In it you will find details of all the courses that are available at

Charters, some are compulsory, and others are optional.

As a school we firmly believe in studying the correct courses to suit your needs and to support your future

aspirations. Along with recommendations from teachers and the data we have analysed, we have

suggested the most suitable pathway for you. We would advise that you consider a variety of subjects

before making your decisions.

This is an exciting opportunity for you to choose courses which you enjoy, and which suit your interests,

skills and future career ambitions. In the first instance, use your pathway information to identify how many

free choices you must make then consider the answers to these questions:

• What are the subjects you want to do and will enjoy doing?

• What is your progress like in these subjects?  Will you be successful?

• What will your choices lead to in the sixth form, college or employment?

• What career do you want?

• What are your skills?

When making your choices we strongly suggest that you select subjects that you enjoy, give you a broad

and balanced experience, support your career plans (if you have them) and that you are successful in.



TYPES OF QUALIFICATIONS

Core Curriculum

The core curriculum is a selection of subjects that every student in the school will study. It has been

designed to ensure that you will have a broad and balanced education at Key Stage 4. It will allow you to

maintain a wide choice of future pathways at the age of 16. The core curriculum consists of:

• GCSE Mathematics

• GCSE English Language

• GCSE English Literature

• GCSE Foundation Science, Combine Science or Separate Science

• Core PE (not examined)

• Citizenship+ (not examined)

• PSHE (not examined)

GCSE Qualifications

GCSE stands for ‘General Certificate of Secondary Education’. These are academic qualifications that are 

recognised and valued by schools, colleges, employers and universities so they will be useful whatever you 

are planning to do in the future.  GCSE courses involve studying the theory of a subject and usually include 

some investigation work. Some may involve practical work. 

Some subjects have ‘tiers’ of entry (Higher and Foundation) to support students studying at different 

levels of ability.

Vocational Level 2 Qualifications

Vocational qualifications are work related qualifications that provide a more practical, real-world

approach to learning alongside a key theoretical background. They can be studied alongside GCSEs and A

levels and are widely valued by schools, colleges, universities and employers.

Progress is measured throughout the course via the completion of units. Each course is made up of a

number of units depending on the level and size of course being studied. Students are able to track their

progress across the two years. Approximately 25% of the course will be assessed externally although this

varies for different subjects.

We offer 3 types of vocational qualifications:

• BTEC

• Cambridge National

• RSL Awards



TYPES OF QUALIFICATIONS

English Baccalaureate (EBacc)

The English Baccalaureate is not a qualification in itself. It is a measure which recognises students’ 

achievements across a core of selected academic subjects: 

• English 

• Mathematics 

• Two Sciences

• A humanities subject (History or Geography)

• A modern foreign language (French or Spanish)

These subjects are considered by the government as essential to many further education routes and
create a number of opportunities. We believe that following this challenging pathway will ensure all
subjects are open to students at A level. The qualifications gained will also be viewed favourably by the
Russell Group* Universities and blue-chip high-level apprenticeship programmes.

*The Russell Group of Universities is a group of universities that have a shared focus on research and a 

reputation for academic achievement.

More information on each subject available at Key Stage 4 can be found in the Options section of the 

school website.

THE OPTIONS TIMETLINE

Who to Speak to:

Please speak to us if you need extra advice regarding the options. 
• Your tutors should be the first point of contact
• If you require more detailed information about the subject, then please 
• contact the subject teacher. 
• You can also speak with Mr New and Miss Torlop as they oversee the 
• Options process.

11th Jan Tutor Period
Time to consider what subjects suit your interests and 

aspirations.

Wb 24th Jan Option Subject Exams
Assessments to help you know the progress you have 

made in your option subjects

3rd Feb Information Evening
Information about your option pathway and how to 

make the right choices.

3rd Feb
Information available 

on the school website

Information about every course available will be on 

the school website for you to look at with your family.

10th Mar Parents’ evening
A chance to speak to your subject teachers about your 

suitability for the GCSE/BTEC courses on offer.

21st Mar
Completion of options 

form
Option portal closes



CAREERS EDUCATION AND GUIDANCE

Careers Education is co-ordinated by Mrs Henly in conjunction with Adviza and UniFrog. Whatever
route students want to take in the future, apprenticeship, university or full-time employment, we are
here to help them choose the right path. Charters has a dedicated and experienced Careers team who
are here to help guide students through their career and future options

Careers Education will help students develop the knowledge and skills they need to make successful
choices, manage transitions in learning and move into work. Careers Education is delivered through the
Personal Development Lessons for pupils in Year 10 and careers events in Year 11.

What can I do after Year 11?

Charters Sixth Form

Currently, the majority (72%) of our Year 11 pupils will continue with their studies at Charters and join
the Sixth Form. Entry into the Sixth Form does depend on how well you do in your courses at Key Stage 4.
Both GCSE and BTEC courses provide a route into the Sixth Form. During Year 11, you are given clear
advice about how to apply and what grades you will need to achieve to study particular courses. If you
are keen to research this in advance, you can find the information on the school’s website.

Sixth Form Colleges

Currently, 24% of our pupils will join a sixth form college. Entrance requirements for sixth form colleges
vary by college, and can usually be found easily by browsing their websites. We also hold prospectuses
for all these colleges in the careers office. At college, pupils are able to study a full range of vocational
courses as well as A levels and BTEC’s.

Apprenticeships

Currently, 3% of our pupils go directly into apprenticeships or other types of employment with training.
We are keen to promote these routes, which can provide excellent opportunities. During Key Stage 4, we
will provide you with regular information on apprenticeship opportunities.

Students have taken part in a number of
UniFrog lessons during their Personal
Development Lessons. You are able to
access the website at home using your
log in details to find out more about
career pathways and subjects. You are
able to complete an interest and
personality profile as well as a work
environments profile, these will then give
you suggested careers and more
information about what types of subjects
suit you best.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Which options should I choose?
Choose subjects you enjoy; know you can do well in and reflect your interests or help you learn in the

best way for you. You may want to think about your future plans but, if you are unsure about this, try and

choose a balanced selection. Do not choose a subject because:

• your friend is planning to do it- your friend may be put into a different group;
• you think it may be easy- the subject may be harder than you think;

• you like your current teacher- you may have a different teacher!

Also, be very careful of choosing a subject which an elder sibling has done- you may have very different

abilities and interests.

What should I do if I am unsure about my choices?
Get information, advice and guidance from different sources: your form tutor, Head of Year, subject

teacher, parents/carers, or students already studying the subject. On the school website there is lots of
information about each subject, including presentations and recorded videos by your teachers.

I missed the Options Information Evening; how do I submit my choices?
Watch the video that is for your given pathway to find out more about the options process, how to make 
the right choices and how to submit your options.

Why are there different pathways?
We have placed all students on to a pathway that we feel will support them in achieving a successful 
suite of results at the end of key stage 4, appropriate to their ability. This might mean a broad and 
challenging suite including a humanity subject and language or the Princes’ Trust qualification that 
provides extra English and math support in order to gain the core GCSE’s.

What is the English Baccalaureate?
The Ebacc is a measure of success in core academic subjects; specifically English, mathematics, history or 
geography, the sciences and a language. The Ebacc subjects are most likely to be required or preferred 
for entry to degree courses and ones that will keep the most doors open (Department for Education, 
2019).

Why do we only take between 8 and 10 GCSE options?
The level of demand at KS4 increased with the updated specifications in 2017. This meant that nearly all 
schools reduced the amount of subjects students studied in order to give more curriculum time to cope 
with this demand. Students are measured against 8 qualifications (progress 8) but only need 5 
qualifications grade 4 - 9 to go onto KS5 in both Sixth form and college.

What is the difference between GCSE and Vocational courses?
• GCSE qualifications are Assessed through a combination of examinations and controlled assessments 

and graded 1 to 9 for all subjects (9 is the highest, 1 is the lowest). 
• Vocational courses are continuous assessment with at least 25% external assessment. These are 

assessed at level 1 (equivalent to GCSE grade D-G) and level 2 (equivalent to GCSE grade A*-C) 

How will I know if I am suitable for the options I want to choose?
It is important to have that conversation with your subject teacher. You can do this via email or by 
making an appointment with them during year 9 parents evening in March. If it is a subject that you 
haven’t studied before, contact them with the questions they have and they will be able to help you 
identify if you are suitable for that type of subject.

Can I study more than one Humanities or Language?

We encourage most students to study at least one Ebacc subject, but you can opt to study more than one

(for example, both History and Geography). Speak to your subject teachers to see if they think if this is a

suitable option or you.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Are there any subjects I can’t take together?
It is important that your spread of subjects give you a broad and challenging curriculum, developing

different skill sets. The subjects must also be different qualifications. Therefore, you cannot take the

following:

• Both Business GCSE and Business BTEC
• Both PE GCSE and BTEC Sport

• More than one of the following: Graphic Products, Resistant Materials and Textiles

Is Separate Sciences (Triple) an option subject?

Separate Sciences is no longer an option subject. It is instead part of the allocated curriculum hours for

Science. In the Summer term of year 9, approximately 60 students will be offered the option to study
Separate Sciences based on their attainment. This will be decided by the Science Department. Both

combined and separate Science allows you to study A Levels in any of the Sciences and go into a Science
profession, so not being chosen will not impact your future opportunities. Please speak to the Science

department if you have any questions about this

I want to study YA alongside PE; how do I choose that as an option?
All students who choose GCSE PE as an option choice are able to apply to study the YA course later this 
year. Approximately 20 students will be chosen to move onto the YA and PE GCSE course, the rest will 
continue with PE GCSE.

Why don’t you offer GCSE Media Studies? 
We have chosen to focus on a range of rigorous, academic GCSEs that will prepare students for a wide 
range of A-level courses and further study pathways. Media Studies can be picked up at A-level with no 
need to have studied the subject at GCSE. 

I have already filled in the form. Can I change my mind?
You can change your options and resubmit your option choice before the deadline.

What if I don’t like my choice of subject?

There is no guarantee you will be able to change your choice in September as the timetable and option

blocks are written around what the year group choose, it is therefore important you take time choosing

your options.

Will I get the options I choose?

There is no guarantee you will get all your choices. The aim of picking an extra subject is for us to be able

to ensure you go on to study options that you enjoy and would like to take at key stage 4.

Is the availability of places on over-subscribed subjects decided on a first come – first served basis? 
No. If a subject is over-subscribed, further discussions will take place to ensure all students are placed on 
the most suitable courses, based on their aspirations and talents.

When will I find out what subjects I’ve been allocated? 
After May half term, after the school timetable has been completed and our offer has been finalised.



GCSE SPECIFICATIONS

More information about the subjects studied at KS4 can be found on the exam board websites. The
specification for each can be accessed by clicking on the links below.

Subject Exam Board Specification

Art and Design Edexcel CLICK HERE

Biology AQA CLICK HERE

Business OCR CLICK HERE

Chemistry AQA CLICK HERE

Combined Science (Trilogy) AQA CLICK HERE

Computer Science OCR CLICK HERE

Creative iMedia (Cambridge National) OCR CLICK HERE

Dance AQA CLICK HERE

Drama WJEC CLICK HERE

English Language AQA CLICK HERE

English Literature AQA CLICK HERE

Enterprise (BTEC Tech Award) Pearson CLICK HERE

Food Preparation and Nutrition OCR CLICK HERE

French Edexcel CLICK HERE

Geography Edexcel CLICK HERE

Graphic Products Edexcel CLICK HERE

Health and social care OCR CLICK HERE

History AQA CLICK HERE

Mathematics Edexcel CLICK HERE

Music OCR CLICK HERE

Music Technology NCFE CLICK HERE

Performing Arts (BTEC Tech Award Pearson CLICK HERE

Photography AQA CLICK HERE

Physical Education Edexcel CLICK HERE

Physics AQA CLICK HERE

Religious Studies AQA CLICK HERE

Resistant Materials Edexcel CLICK HERE

Sociology AQA CLICK HERE

Spanish Edexcel CLICK HERE

Sport (BTEC First Award) Edexcel CLICK HERE

Textiles Edexcel CLICK HERE

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-art-design-2016-spec.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-8461-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/304213-specification-accredited-gcse-business-j204.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/chemistry/specifications/AQA-8462-SP-2016.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/computing/specifications/AQA-8520-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/115888-specification.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/dance/specifications/AQA-8236-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/ghanwccx/gcse-drama-spec-from-2016-e.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8702-SP-2015.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/enterprise/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/BTEC_L12_TechAwd_Enterprise_Spec_Iss3.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234806-specification-accredited-gcse-food-preparation-and-nutrition-j309.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/French/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-Pearson-Edexcel-Level-1-Level-2-GCSE-9-1-French.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Geography-B/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification_GCSE_L1-L2_Geography_B.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-in-Design-and-Technology.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/82369-specification.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-8145-SP-2016.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/media/12095/q-pubs-arts-media-and-publishing-601-6774-9-l2-ta-music-technology-601-6774-9-qualification-specification-v81.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446939628_BTEC_L1L2_AWD_PA_SPEC.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Physical%20Education/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCSE-physical-education-2016-specification.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/specifications/AQA-8463-SP-2016.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/rs/specifications/AQA-8062-SP-2016.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-in-Design-and-Technology.pdf
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-8192-SP-2017.PDF
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Spanish/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification_GCE_A_level_L3_in_Spanish.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Sport/2012/Specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446936368_BTECFIRST_AWD_SPORT_SPEC_ISS4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/design-and-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-in-Design-and-Technology.pdf


SUBJECT COSTS

Parents have asked us to provide a list of indicative costs for the subjects studied in years 10 and 11 to

help them to budget. The list below is not exhaustive and the costs are approximate but nonetheless we

hope you will find it helpful. Please note that not all these items are essential purchases.

Students in receipt of free school meals will be given support to purchase all resources that directly

impact their studies.

SUBJECT YEAR DESCRIPTION OF ITEM
APPROX 

COST £

Art and Design
Yr 10

Yr 11

A3 Sketchbook and 2 x trips

A3 Sketchbook

£32

£8

Business (Enterprise) Yr 10 Resources for examined units £4

Business Yr 10/11 Revision guide £6

Citizenship Plus & PSHE None anticipated

Computer Science Yr 10 Revision guide £6

Dance
Yr 10

Yr 10/11

Dance Department t-shirt and fleece

One trip per year to see a professional work

£10/£15

£20

Drama Yr 10/11 Theatre trips. Cost per trip £15-25

English

Students are encouraged to purchase their own copies 

of the English Literature texts, so they can annotate in 

class and use them for revision.  A copy of one 

Shakespeare play, a modern play and the 19th Century 

novel can be purchased through the Department in July 

of Year 9. 

£20 

Food Prep. and Nutrition Yr 10/11
Incidental ingredients to support student’s practical 

work
£20

French Yr 10 Grammar workbook (compulsory) £4.75

French Yr 10 Year 10 Homestay Montpellier (optional) £790

Geography Yr 10/11

2 separate days of fieldwork approx. cost based on 

2018 figures (compulsory)

Optional cost of WideWorld magazine subscription

£30

£12.50

Graphic Products Yr 10/11
Wood, metal, plastics. Adhesives, abrasive papers, 

paper, card, primer paint etc. Revision guide £3
£15

Health and Social Care
Contribution towards work related visits over two 

years
£15

History None anticipated

ICT Yr 10 Revision guide £10

Mathematics
Yr 10

Yr 11

Casio calculator, model FX-83GTX

Revision Pack

£12

£10



SUBJECT YEAR DESCRIPTION OF ITEM
APPROX 

COST £

Music Yr 10/11

Weekly instrumental or vocal peripatetic lessons

At least one trip per year to see a professional 

orchestra in concert. (optional)

Revision guide

Varies

£30

£10

Music Technology None anticipated

PE Yr 10/11
Pearson Revision guide and Work Book (optional)

GCSE PE Kit (optional)

Aprrox

£10

£20

Photography

Yr 10

Yr 11

Materials used for coursework (darkroom 

photographic papers, project materials)

Materials used for coursework (darkroom 

photographic papers, project materials)

Students will be expected to print off their final pieces 

on photo paper and have the work framed outside of 

school

£20

£20

Religious Studies Yr 11 Revision Guide £5

Resistant Materials Yr 10/11

Year 10: Wood, metal, plastics, adhesives, abrasive 

papers, paper, card, primer paint. 

Individual material cost of Controlled Assessment as 

designed by student in Year 11 typically £10-£35

Revision guide

£15

£10-£35

£3

Science—combined Yr 10

Contribution towards the cost of the online textbook 

and the AQA Required Practicals lab book

Tassomai subscription

£7.50

£8

Science—triple Yr 10

Contribution towards the cost of the online textbook 

and the AQA Required Practicals lab book

Tassomai subscription

£8

£8

Sociology Yr 10/11 Textbook £21.99

Spanish Yr 10
Year 10 Homestay Salamanca (approx. 20 students) 

(optional)
£660

Textiles Yr 10

Charge for incidentals used for practical work over the 

2 years (thread, interfacing, wadding and various other 

items of haberdashery). Revision guide and workbook

£15

Young Apprentice
Cost of potential residential trip

YA Kit (optional)

approx. 

£35

£20


