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Gifted and Talented

Children with the ability or potential to develop 
significantly ahead of their peers:

• ‘Gifted’: those with abilities in one or more academic 
subjects

• ‘Talented’: those who have practical skills in areas such 
as sport, music, or design

• May be particularly gifted in one specific subject: 
Subject Specialists

• May be academically able across all subjects
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Attitude to learning

Up to 30% of attainment 
is influenced by attitude.

Johnathon Thompson, GL Assessment
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High Ability Students
A gifted child quite likely:

• Has a wide vocabulary, talked early.
• Asks lots of perceptive, insightful questions and learns more 

quickly than others.
• Has a very retentive memory. 
• Is extremely curious and can concentrate for long periods on 

subjects of interest.
• Has a wide general knowledge and is curious about, and 

interested in, the world.
• Enjoys problem-solving, often missing out the intermediate 

stages in an argument and making original connections.
• Has an unusual and vivid imagination.
• Learned to read at an early age.
• Shows strong feelings and opinions; may have an odd sense of 

humour.
• Sets high standards and is a perfectionist but loses interest 

when asked to do more of the same.
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Supporting your Child in School
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The Potential High Achievers 
Programme
Year 7

• Initial identification

• Individual subject opportunities

• World Scholars Cup

Year 8

• Foundation Project Qualification

• Individual mentoring

• Individual subject opportunities

Year 9

• World Scholars Cup

• Individual mentoring

• Individual subject opportunities

Year 10

• Initial identification: CAT testing

• Individual subject opportunities

• Higher Project Qualification

• Individual mentoring

Year 11

• Higher Education talk: Oxbridge

• Individual mentoring

• Individual subject opportunities

Year 12 & 13

• World Scholars Cup

• Individual mentoring

• Individual subject opportunities

• Bespoke application programme & Oxbridge visits
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Supporting your Child at Home

Encourage your child:

• to explore their interests and seek challenge outside the classroom.

• to read voraciously.

• to develop their independent learning skills.

• to complete more challenging tasks first

• to set ambitious goals and work towards these

• to engage in their community

Give your child opportunities to experience a variety of skills which may spark their 
interest. Avoid overscheduling – boredom can stimulate creativity.
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Resources
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Supra Curriculum
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“Failure as a  result of  adventurous  thinking  is  one  
of  the  ingredients  of  success at  the  highest level. 
The  only  people  who  never fail  are those  who  do  
nothing  or those  who  only  do  easy  things, which  
does not  ultimately  help  them  or anybody  else.” 

Teare 2004. 
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Mental Wellbeing

Test anxiety, perfectionism and fear of failure are 
common issues.

Talk to your child about their anxieties

Give your child chance to be frustrated, to experience 
situations where they don’t ‘know’ the answer.

Ensure your child receives plenty of praise for their 
achievements
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Common Causes of 
Underachievement

• Low academic self-concept or confidence

• Fear of failure

• Fear of standing out


