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What will you study during the course?

What is sociology? 

Sociology is the study of how people’s lives are affected as a result of belonging 
to different social groups. We all belong to social groups. The main groups 
studied are:

• Social class

• Age group

• Gender

• Ethnicity

Sociology is a social science, studied by sociologists.

• This means sociologists conduct research to find factual evidence and 
patterns about how different groups in society behave. For example, how the 
recent coronavirus epidemic affected people differently if they were middle 
or working class.  Are women more likely to choose to not to marry than 
men?

• Sociologists come up with ideas – theories – to try and explain these 
patterns of behaviour. Also, they do research to try and find evidence that 
backs-up their theories.

• This means that as sociologists we are not giving our opinion of what we think 
should or should not be happening in society or whether it is fair or unfair –
we are understanding, analysing and evaluating the evidence and the 
theories.
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How will the course be taught?

The course is taught through a wide 
range of activities including class 
discussions, group/pair 
work, interactive games, media video 
clips, presentations, debating and essay 
writing. Students will improve their 
literacy through essay writing and 
improve their numeracy skills when 
they interpret data through research 
methods.
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How will your work be assessed?

• The GCSE is 100% exam based with 2 exams at the 
end of year 11. 

The Sociology of Family and Education: Paper 
1  

The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and 
Social Stratification: Paper 2  

• The sociology of families  
• The sociology of education  
• Relevant areas of social theory and method-

ology  
Students will be expected to draw on 
knowledge and understanding of the entire 
course of study to show a deeper 
understanding of these topics  

• The sociology of crime and deviance  
• The sociology of social stratification  
• Relevant areas of social theory and method-

ology  
Students will be expected to draw on 
knowledge and understanding of the entire 
course of study to show a deeper 
understanding of these topics.  

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  
100 marks  
50% of GCSE  

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  
100 marks  
50% of GCSE  
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Where can it lead?

• The study of Sociology at GCSE is a unique opportunity and 
provides an invaluable insight into the key institutions of 
society.

• The working world values the study of 
Sociology as it gives perspective on the running 
and functioning of society and how 
interconnected society is. Careers related to 
Sociology include: Politics; Law; Journalism; 
Media; Public Services; Academia; Advertising 
and Marketing, Youth work, Social work, 
International aid and charity work and many 
others. Knowledge of Sociology is an 
invaluable asset to any profession.


