POINTS TO CONSIDER

Tsar Nicholas Il came to the throne of the Russian Empire in
1894. His was to be a tragic reign and he was to be the
last tsar. By the time he was murdered in 1918, Nicholas
had abdicated, the Russian Empire had collapsed and a
new revolutionary force, the Bolsheviks, had seized power.
This book describes these dramatic events and explains
why they occurred. Particular attention is paid to the events
of 1917 - the year of the Russian Revolution. This first
chapter sets the scene by examining:

* The main features of Imperial Russia: the land, the people and
the character of the tsarist system that Nicholas operated

* The problem of political and economic reform that Russia
faced as it tried to come to terms with the modern world

* The opponents of tsardom

Key dates

1854-6 The Crimean War

1861 Emancipation of the serfs

1881 Assassination of Alexander Il

1881-94 Reign of Alexander lll

1894 Start of Nicholas II's reign

1894-1906 Sergei Witte’s economic reforms

1897 Jewish Bund formed

1898 Social Democratic Party (SDs) came
into existence

1901 Formation of the Social Revolutionary
Party (SRs)

1903 SDs split into Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks

1904-5 Russo-Japanese war

1905 ‘1905 Revolution’
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To understancthe problemsthatwereto dominatethe reign of
Nicholasll, weneedto graspthe characteof the Russiithathe
inherited.

Russia'sgeographyandpeoples
In 1894Imperial Russiccoveredover eight million squaremiles,an
areaequivalentto two and a half timesthe sizeof the USAtoday (see
Figure 1.1).At itswidest,from westto eastit stretchedfor 5000miles;
atits longest, north to south,it measurec2000miles. It covereda
largepart of twocontinents EuropearRussiextendeceastward
from the bordersof Polandto the Uralsmountainrange Asiatic
Russicextendedeastwarfrom the Uralsto the PacificOceanThe
greaterpart of the population,whichbetweer181fand 1914
quadrupledfrom 40million to 165million, wasconcentratedn
EuropearRussialt wasin that partof the empirethat the rmjor
historicaldevelopmenthad occurredandit wastherethat Russia's
principal cities,Moscowand StPetersburgthe capital,were situated.
The sheersizeof the RussialEmpiretendedto givean
impressiorof greatstrength ThiswasmisleadingThe population
contained awide varietyof peoplesof different race,language,
religion and culture (se€Table1.1).Controllingsuchavarietyof
peoplesoversuchavastterritory hadlong beenamajorproblem
for Russiargovernments.

Table 1.1: The maijor nationalitiesof the RussianEmpireaccordinato
the censusof 1897 (in millions,definedaccordingto mothertongue)

Russiar(Slav) 55.6 Lithuanian 1.2
Ukrainian 22.4 Armenian 1.2
Polish 7.9 Romanian/Moldavian 1.1
White Russian(Belorussian) 5.8 Estonian 1.0
Jewish (definedby faith) 5.0 Mordvinian 6 g
Kirgiz/Kaisats 4.0 Georgian '
Tartar Tadzhik 0.3
Finnish 3.1 Turkmenian 0.3
German 1.8 Greek 0.2
Latvian 1.4 Bulgarian 0.2
Bashkir 1.3 Uzbekh 0.1
Thetsar

The peoplesof the RussialEmpireweregovernedby one person,
the tsar (emperor).Since1613the Russiartsarshad beenmembers
of the RomanovdynastyBylawand tradition, the tsarwasan
absoluteruler. Therewereno restrictionson his power The people
owedhim total obedience This had beenclearlyexpressein the
'FundamentalLawsof the Empire'issuecby Nicholasl in 1832.
The tsar'sabsoluterule wasexercisecthrough three official bodies:

The ImperialCouncid agroupof honoraryadviserdirectly
responsiblto thetsar

The Cabinetof Ministersd ran the variousgovernment
departments

The Senat supervisethe operationof the law.

KeVniiestion
Howhad | cqia's
aeoaraphy, |04
shapeits jstory?

TheRomanov
dynasty
TheRussian
monarchywas
hereditaryBetween
1613and 1917,
Russiawasruled by
members of the
House of Romanov.

'FundamenteLaws
of the Empire'
Article | ofthis
documendeclared:
'The Emperoofall
the Russiadsan
autocrati@nd
unlimitedmonar_ch.
God himselfordains
that all must bowto
his supreme POWer,
not onlyout of fear
but alsoout Of
conscience.



