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 The Rest is Noise  
In this sweeping and dramatic narrative, Alex Ross, music critic for The New 
Yorker, weaves together the histories of the twentieth century and its music, 
from Vienna before the First World War to Paris in the twenties; from Hitler's 
Germany and Stalin's Russia to downtown New York in the sixties and 
seventies up to the present. Taking readers into the labyrinth of modern style, 
Ross draws revelatory connections between the century's most influential 
composers and the wider culture. The Rest Is Noise is an astonishing history of 
the twentieth century as told through its music.  

 Music: A Very Short Introduction  
What is music? How is it constructed? How is it consumed? Why do you enjoy 
it at all? In Music: A Very Short Introduction, Nicholas Cook invites us to really 
think about music and the role it plays in our lives and our ears. Drawing on a 
number of accessible examples, the author prompts us to call on our own 
musical experiences in order to think more critically about the roles of the 
performers and the listener, about music as a commodity and an experience, 
what it means to understand music, and the values we ascribe to it. This very 
short introduction begins with a sampling of music as human activity and then 
goes on to consider the slippery phenomenon of how music has become an 
object of thought. Covering not only Western and classical music, Cook 
touches on all types from rock to Indonesian music and beyond. 

 Film Music: A Very Short Introduction  
Film music is as old as cinema itself. Years before synchronized sound became 
the norm, projected moving images were shown to musical accompaniment, 
whether performed by a lone piano player or an orchestra. Today, film music 
has become its own industry, indispensable to the marketability of movies 
around the world. Kathryn Kalinak introduces readers to important composers 
and musical styles and also modern theoretical concepts about how and why 
film music works. She embraces a global perspective, examining film music in 
Asia and the Middle East as well as in Europe and the United States. Film music 
can do many things, from establishing mood to clarifying plot points and 
creating emotions that are only dimly realized in the images. This book 
illuminates the many ways it accomplishes those tasks and will have its readers 
thinking a bit more deeply and critically. 

 Guide to Musical Analysis  
In this practical introduction to musical analysis, the author explores the factors 
that give unity and coherence to musical masterpieces, seeking the answers 
mainly in the formal and harmonic structure of individual compositions. Part 
One deals with the most important analytical methods current in the English-
speaking world. The question of how you decide what method to adopt is 
addressed in the second part of the book, in which given compositions rather 
than given analytical methods form the starting point. The analyses in this 
section are each designed to highlight a different aspect of analytical 
procedure. 



 Gender and the Musical Canon  
A classic in gender studies in music, Marcia J. Citron's comprehensive, balanced 
work lays a broad foundation for the study of women composers and their 
music. Drawing on a diverse body of feminist and interdisciplinary theory, 
Citron shows how the western art canon is not intellectually pure but the result 
of a complex mixture of attitudes, practices, and interests that often go 
unacknowledged and unchallenged. 

 Sonata Forms  
Charles Rosen says of sonata form: "[It] is not definite form like a minuet, a da 
capo aria, or a French overture; it is, like the fugue, a way of writing, a feeling 
for proportion, direction, and texture rather than a pattern." In this book, he 
takes a close look at the subject and its history, acknowledging the inadequacy 
of the nineteenth-century definitions and accounting for their formulation. 
Rosen rejects the established methods of defining form; that is, by using 
masterpieces as models or by surveying the general practices of a period. 
Instead, the form is related briefly to the new social conditions it had to face in 
the eighteenth century and describe in terms of the functions it was expected 
to fulfil.  

 Classical Style  
This outstanding book treating the three most beloved composers of the 
Vienna School is basic to any study of Classical-era music. The book analyses 
the evolution of style during the Classical period of classical music as it was 
developed through the works of Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 
and Ludwig van Beethoven. 

 The Psychology of Music: A Very Short Introduction 
Music has been examined from multiple perspectives: as a product of human 
history, for example, or a product of human culture. But there is also a long 
tradition, intensified in recent decades, of thinking about music as a product of 
the human mind. Whether considering composition, performance, listening, or 
appreciation, the constraints and capabilities of the human mind play a 
formative role. The field that has emerged around this approach is known as 
the psychology of music. Written in a lively and accessible manner, this volume 
connects the science to larger questions about music that are of interest to 
practicing musicians, music therapists, musicologists, and the general public 
alike. For example: Why can one musical performance move an audience to 
tears, and another compel them to dance, clap, or snap along? How does a 
"hype" playlist motivate someone at the gym? And why is that top-40 song 
stuck in everyone's head?  



 

Ethnomusicology: A Very Short Introduction 
Ethnomusicologists believe that all humans are musical, and that musicality is 
one of the essential touchstones of the human experience. This insight raises 
big questions about the nature of music and the nature of humankind, and 
ethnomusicologists argue that to properly address these questions, we must 
study music in all its geographical and historical diversity. In this Very Short 
Introduction, one of the foremost ethnomusicologists, Timothy Rice, offers an 
illuminating account of this growing discipline, showing how modern 
researchers go about studying music from around the world, looking for 
insights into both music and humanity. The reader discovers that 
ethnomusicologists today not only examine traditional forms of music-such as 
Japanese gagaku, Bulgarian folk music, Javanese gamelan, or Native American 
drumming and singing-but also explore more contemporary musical forms, 
from rap to reggae and even the piped-in music at the Mall of America. Rice 
shows that ethnomusicologists typically live in a community, participate in, and 
observe and record musical events, interview the musicians, their patrons, and 
the audience, and learn to sing, play, and dance. 

 Music in Everyday Life 
The power of music to influence mood, create scenes, routines and occasions is 
widely recognised and this is reflected in a strand of social theory from Plato to 
Adorno that portrays music as an influence on character, social structure, and 
action. Music in Everyday Life uses a series of ethnographic studies - an 
aerobics class, karaoke evenings, music therapy sessions and the use of 
background music in the retail sector - as well as in-depth interviews to show 
how music is a constitutive feature of human agency. Drawing together 
concepts from psychology, sociology and socio-linguistics it develops a theory 
of music's active role in the construction of personal and social life and 
highlights the aesthetic dimension of social order and organisation in late 
modern societies. 

 This is Your Brain on Music 
Using musical examples from Bach to the Beatles, Levitin reveals the role of 
music in human evolution, shows how our musical preferences begin to form 
even before we are born and explains why music can offer such an emotional 
experience. Music is an obsession at the heart of human nature, even more 
fundamental to our species than language. In This Is Your Brain on Music Levitin 
offers nothing less than a new way to understand it, and its role in human life. 

  Close to the Edge: In Search of the Global Hip Hop Generation 
Close to the Edge tells the stories of a global generation that came of age with 
hip hop. Part memoir, part social history, the book relates the author's 
experiences as she traverses the hip hop globe, from Sydney to Havana and 
from Chicago to Caracas. The book explores the elements of hip hop culture 
around the world. Close to the Edge narrates a search for solidarities across 
borders, a document of the diverse histories, misunderstandings, and fissures 
that hip hop engendered as it went global, and a powerful demonstration of the 
power of music to forge radical political alliances. 

 
 
 


