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KEY STAGE 3

You will be able to…

KEY STAGE 4

You will be able to…

KEY STAGE 5

You will be able to…

Music students at Charters School will be creative in the way they make, listen to, explore, and appreciate music. They will be 
capable of critical, and analytical listening, which will in turn help them understand the processes of performance and 

composition. Students will be highly engaged in the lesson content and will be inspired to discover new styles of music, both as
listeners and performers. They will have opportunities to make music that plays to their existing strengths and challenges them 
to develop new skills. They will develop their own cultural capital and explore the cultural significance of music and its influence 
on society today, gaining an understanding of how the development of music through history sits within the wider cultural and

political stories of societies.

Elements of Music and Riff 
Between Friends

You will learn the language and 
key terms that are used to 

describe musical elements as well 
as basic keyboard skills

Rhythm
You will learn how to read rhythms and 

then compose and perform a short 
rhythmic composition.

Vocal Performance
You will learn to sing in an ensemble 

for the Year 7 concert as well as 
identifying the different instruments 

of the orchestra.

Pentatonic Melodies
You will learn how to read pitch in music and 

then compose and play a short melody.

Classical Performance
You will learn the musical features of  

the Classical era and how to perform a 
piece from the Classical era.

Perform
Play an instrument or sing as part 
of a solo or ensemble 
performance

Compose 
Create your own pieces of music 
using appropriate notations 
and/or technologies

Analyse
Identify key features of music 
that you hear

Perform with an ensemble 
Perform with awareness of 
others with a particular focus on 
timing

Evaluate
Reflect upon the strengths and 
weaknesses of performance and 
composition work

MUSIC

AO1: Perform with technical 
control, expression and 
interpretation

AO2: Compose and develop 
musical ideas with technical 
control and coherence

AO3: Demonstrate and apply 
musical knowledge

AO4: Use appraising skills to 
make evaluative and critical 
judgements about music

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Listen 
Identify musical styles, recognise 
musical elements and identify 
musical characteristics within 
contemporary music

Analyse
Identify differences between 
musical styles, placing these styles 
within their wider musical context

Research 
Gather information critically from 
a range of sources
Communicate - share your 
findings coherently, clearly and 
concisely

Use IT 
Use technology to gather 
information, compose and 
produce your own tracks
Compose - create your own pieces 
of music using music technology

AO1: Interpret musical ideas 
through performing, with 
technical and expressive control 
and an understanding of style and 
context.

AO2: Create and develop musical 
ideas with technical and 
expressive control and coherence.

AO3: Demonstrate and apply 
musical knowledge

AO4: Use analytical and 
appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical judgements 
about music.

Baroque Canon
You will learn more about how texture 

works in music, learn the features of the 
Baroque musical era, as well as performing a 

Baroque piece on the keyboard.

African Drumming
You will develop your 
knowledge of rhythm 

and texture and 
compose your own 

short pieces on 
African drums using 

standard music 
notation. 

Blues
You will learn how to perform 
the different parts of a Blues 

piece, including chords.
You will learn the different 

aspects of Blues culture and 
the musical features which 

have affected modern music.

Samba
You will learn to sing in an ensemble 

for the Year 7 concert as well as 
identifying the different instruments 

of the orchestra.

Reggae
You will learn about the musical culture 
of Jamaica and the features of Reggae 

music. You will perform a Reggae piece 
of music. 

Classical Composition
You will learn to apply your 
knowledge of melody and 
rhythm to create a typical 

classical composition. 

EDM
You will learn the musical 

features of Electronic Dance 
Music.

You will learn to use a Digital 
Audio Workstation and 

compose a short piece of 
Electronic Dance Music.

Film Music Composition
You will use the features of film music to 
compose a piece to go with a short movie 

trailer.
You will use sound effects and other 

sounds to create an appropriate 
atmosphere in your piece.

Guitar
You will learn how to play chords and 

short melodies on the guitar and 
apply these to a popular song. 

You will learn several performance 
techniques on the guitar.

Film Music 
Performance

You will learn the 
musical features of 
film music and how 
composers use it to 

manipulate your 
emotions

You will learn a 
collection of film 

music excerpts on the 
keyboards

Hooks and Riffs
You will learn some popular 
hooks and riffs from popular 

music. 

Dance Music
You will learn the different parts of 

several EDM pieces. 
You will learn the different structural 

features of Dance music and apply 
these to listening tasks.

Songwriting
You will combine all the skills learnt 
through year 9 to write and perform 

your own songs.

Film Music
You will learn about film and video game music and 

how it is used to create mood and atmosphere. 

Rhythms of the World
You will learn about other cultures 
musical styles, how they differ and 

what makes them musically unique.

The Concerto
You will learn about the 

history of music, the 
development of the 
orchestra and how 

composers created their 
ideas. Music 

GCSE

Introduction to 
performing and 

Composing
You will learn how to 

compose in a formal setting 
and notate your ideas using 

the software Sibelius. 

Introduction to Music 
Technology

You will learn about the basic 
features of a Digital Audio 

Workstation (DAW), how it works 
and it is used to create music in the 

modern era. 

Coursework: 
Composition

You will compose a piece of 
music to a brief of your 
choice in a style of your 

choice.

Music 
Tech

Recording, Mixing and Producing
You will learn how to use recording technology and 

prepare for recording coursework.

Coursework: Sound 
Recording

You will plan, record and then 
evaluate a recording session. 

Coursework: Musical 
Knowledge

You will research and analyse 2 
musical styles of your choice.

Popular Music since 1950
You will learn about the history of 

popular music and the musical features 
of the various styles that have been 

developed in the last 70 years.

Coursework: Composition
You will compose a piece of music to 

a brief set by the exam board. 

Coursework: Solo & Ensemble Performance
You will complete your solo and ensemble performances.

Music 
GCSE

Preparation for 
Examination

You will revise the 4 course 
topics and consolidate all the 
knowledge needed to do well 

in the exam. 

Music 
Tech

Preparation for Sequencing and Production
You will learn how to create your own sounds using 
synthesis and sampling and create your own short 

compositions. 

Coursework: Sequencing and 
Production

You will apply all your knowledge from 
the course to create an original 

composition based upon a brief set by 
the exam board. 

Composition Techniques
You will learn some more advanced 

compositional techniques

Introduction to A 
Level Performance

You will practice performing 
and improving on your 

instrument

AoS5: Romantic and Programme music
You will learn about the history, context and musical 

styles of the Romantic era

AoS1: Instrumental Music of 
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven

You will learn about the history, context 
and musical styles of the Classical era

AoS6: Impressionism
You will learn about the history, context and 

musical styles of 20th century music

Free Brief Composition
You will apply all your knowledge from the 

course to create an original composition based 
upon a brief of your own creation.

Set Brief 
Composition

You will apply all your 
knowledge from the 
course to create an 

original composition 
based upon a brief 

set by the exam board. 

Recital 
Preparation

You will refine your 
concert repertoire and 

ready your 
performance for the 

final recording

AoS2: Jazz, 
Blues & Swing

You will learn 
about the history, 

context and 
musical styles of 
Jazz, Blues and 

Swing.

AoS6: The Avante-garde and Contemporary 
Composition

You will learn about more modern musical styles and 
composers explored the boundaries of what was 

possible in music.

Final recital
You will refine your concert 

repertoire and record your recital.

Preparation for Examination
You will revise and consolidate all 

knowledge from the all the different 
Areas of Study.


