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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Spoken Language

AO1 – Presenting AO2 - Discussing AO3 – Role-playing

9

Chooses precise, creative strategies to 
give a sophisticated presentation.
Adapts complex vocabulary to fit the task 
with a distinct personal style.
Organises presentation effectively to 
engage the audience.

Shows perceptive understanding of others' 
speech and responds fully to develop ideas.
Listens to questions, responds appropriately and 
elaborates.
I can lead a group discussion, taking on roles in 
discussion with sensitivity.

Experiments with a variety of 
complex roles.
Sustains dramatic roles which are 
developed using various dramatic 
approaches.

7

Shapes talk with precision to create an 
effect on the audience
Uses a range of vocabulary, grammar and 
non-verbal features to achieve specific 
effects.
Structures talk to clearly engage the 
audience appropriate to purpose.

Interprets others' viewpoints and responds with 
well-judged contributions.
Listens to questions and responds formally with 
some detail.
Takes on a range of roles for effective 
discussion.

Explores complex ideas and issues 
through use of speech, gesture and 
movement.
Sustains dramatic role throughout 
performance.

5

Expresses ideas clearly with a range of 
details to make meanings understood.
Changes vocabulary and expression to 
suit the purpose of the task.
Makes an attempt to structure and 
organise the presentation.

Recognises layers of meaning in others' speech 
and develops them.
Listens to questions and provides a response 
which is straightforward.
Takes on responsibility within a group for 
developing discussion.

Shows insight into performances 
through choices of speech, gesture 
and movement.
Keeps up performance throughout.

3

Presents basic ideas and feelings.
Uses standard English and varies 
vocabulary.
Orders talk to help listeners understand.

Responds to others' ideas and develops them.
Answers others' questions clearly.
Takes on roles in group but prefers to say less.

Shows understanding of characters 
and situations.
Creates a role and/or situation.



KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Reading

AO4 - Understanding AO5 - Analysing AO6 - Comparing Ideas AO7 - Context

9

Interprets implicit and explicit 
ideas within text perceptively.
Supports ideas with judicious 
choice of quotations.
Evaluates the effects of writer's 
methods on reader.

Evaluates structures and 
language, interprets their impact 
on writer's purpose.
Uses a range of subject 
terminology accurately.

Compares ideas and 
perspectives in a perceptive 
way.
Evaluates writers' viewpoints 
and the methods used to 
convey them.

Evaluates contextual 
links and how they may 
have influenced the 
text.

7

Begins to interpret texts, making 
connections.
Makes a precise selection of 
quotations.
Examines effects of writer's 
methods on reader.

Examines writers' use of 
structure and language showing 
clear understanding.
Uses subject terminology 
accurately.

Compares ideas and 
perspectives in a relevant 
way.
Analyses writers' viewpoints 
and appreciates methods used 
to show them.

Explores contextual 
factors through links 
between text, context 
and task.

5

Develops an explanation of the 
text, attempting to infer meaning.
Selects relevant quotations, 
though not always accurate.
Identification of effects of writer's 
methods on reader.

Explains the effects of language 
and structure choices made by 
writers.
Uses some subject terminology.

Identifies some differences 
between writers' ideas and 
perspectives.
Explains writers' choices and 
their effect.

Explains how the 
context of a text 
influences its meaning.

3

Shows understanding of a text by 
making simple points.
Makes use of simple textual details 
or references.
Possible reference to effect on 
reader.

Identifies basic features of 
language and structure.
Uses some subject terminology, 
not always appropriately.

Awareness of different 
perspectives between texts.
Identifies main purpose of 
texts.

Recognises the context 
in which a text is 
written.
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Writing

AO8 – Form, Purpose and 
Audience

AO9 - Structure and 
Organisation

AO10 - Sentences and 
Vocabulary

AO11 – SPaG

9

Demonstrates a wide range of 
conventions to suit challenge.
Creates a distinctive personal 
voice.

Fluently linked paragraphing.
Varied and inventive use of 
structural features.

Extensive and ambitious 
vocabulary.
Uses imaginative and precise 
sentence structure to match 
purpose.

Uses spelling that is 
correct throughout.
Uses a wide range of 
punctuation that is 
correct throughout.

7

Writes imaginatively across a wide 
range of purposes and audiences.
Creates an individual voice that is 
sustained throughout.

Coherent paragraphs showing a 
range of discourse markers.
Effective use of structural 
features.

Precise and imaginative 
vocabulary.
Uses a range of sentence 
structures for effect, mostly 
accurately.

Uses generally accurate 
spelling, including 
complex and irregular 
words.
Uses a range of 
punctuation, mostly 
accurately.

5

Uses highly relevant ideas with 
clear viewpoint.
Adapts features of form and style 
to purpose.

Uses paragraphs and shows 
some links between them.
Some cohesion through use of 
structural features.

Chooses vocabulary for 
effect.
Varies length and structure of 
sentences, using varied 
connectives.

Spells most words 
accurately including 
some irregular words.
Uses a range of 
punctuation.

3

Expresses appropriate ideas with 
clear purpose.
Uses appropriate style and form to 
signal viewpoint to readers.

Some paragraphs with linking 
words or phrases.
Related points are positioned to 
show links.

Simple and appropriate 
vocabulary.
Demonstrates more than 
simple sentences and some 
varied connectives.

Spells common words 
correctly.
Can use a range of 
sentence endings and 
tries to use commas.E
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1: Apply and Use Standard 

Techniques

AO2: Reason, Interpret and 

Communicate Mathematically

AO3: Solve Problems within 

Mathematics and other Contexts

9

• Reliably recall relevant facts and 

definitions required for a question using 

correct terminology

• Confidently use and interpret advanced 

mathematical notation correctly, so that 

multi-step solutions follow a logical 

structure

• Work independently, showing all the 

appropriate steps with clarity to arrive at 

correct answers, and present them clearly 

and accurately with units

• Interpret and communicate complex 

information accurately and effectively 

using correct terminology

• Construct substantial chains of 

reasoning, including convincing 

arguments and formal proofs

• Show and explain how the mathematical 

structures behind a correct method 

works

• Identify all the steps to solve a multi-step 

problem

• Consistently recognise and use the links 

between a variety of areas of mathematics 

when solving problems

• Take the context of a problem into 

account and explain results within that 

context

7

• Use correct terminology when recalling 

facts and definitions

• Confidently use and interpret 

mathematical notation correctly

• Work independently to arrive at correct 

answers and present them clearly and 

accurately with units

• Interpret and communicate information 

effectively using correct terminology

• Construct chains of reasoning and 

arguments, and basic formal proofs

• Show and explain  the whole method 

needed to get a correct answer using  

mathematical terminology

• Identify some of the steps needed to solve 

a multi-step problem

• Sometimes recognise and use the links 

between a variety of areas of mathematics 

when solving problems

• Consider context when providing an 

answer to understand if it is likely to be 

correct

5

• Independently recall basic facts and 

definitions

• Use and interpret mathematical notation, 

for example basic algebraic notation

• Work independently to follow methods to 

reach correct answers

• Interpret and communicate information, 

using correct terminology with support

• Justify an answer with one or more 

reasons, using correct term

• Show and explain  the whole method 

needed to get a correct answer

• Identify the key skills required to solve a 

problem

• Understand and use the link between key 

areas of mathematics such as fractions, 

decimals, percentages and ratio

• With support, consider context when 

providing an answer to understand if it is 

likely to be correct

3

• Recall basic facts and definitions, 

sometimes with support

• Use and interpret basic mathematical 

notation, for example brackets, 

operations and powers

• Work with support to follow methods to 

reach correct answers

• Interpret and communicate basic 

information, sometimes lacking in detail

• Justify an answer with a basic reason

• Describe a given step in a method to 

getting a correct answer

• Identify key words in a problem in order to 

know how to start solving it

• Incorporate basic mathematic skills such 

as four operations when solving other 

problems

• Provide an answer using a method
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Knowledge Exam Technique Maths Skills Data Analysis Practical Skills 

9

Detailed correct 
answers about familiar 
and unfamiliar topics 
that use many 
scientific terms 
accurately.

Give detailed 
descriptions and  
detailed explanations. 

Carry out complex
multi-step 
calculations.

Draw detailed conclusions 
selecting and critically 
analysing relevant data.

Evaluate experimental 
methods and evaluate 
their accuracy and 
validity.

7

Many correct answers 
about familiar and 
unfamiliar topics that 
use many scientific 
terms.

Give detailed
descriptions and 
simple explanations.

Carry out multi-step 
calculations with 
guidance..

Draw detailed conclusions 
selecting and analysing
relevant data.

Write methods that 
would lead to valid 
results.

5

Some correct answers 
about familiar and / or 
unfamiliar topics that 
use some scientific 
terms.

Give simple 
descriptions.

Carry out single step 
calculations without 
guidance.

Draw conclusions selecting 
relevant data.

Suggest improvements to 
experimental methods.

3

Some correct answers 
about familiar topics 
that use some 
scientific terms.

Give some correct 
answers on short 
answer questions.

Carry out single step 
calculations with 
guidance.

Draw conclusions using 
data.

Some correct answers 
about experimental 
methods.
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK
AO1 - Modelling & Data Handling AO2- Programming & Computer Systems AO5- Creative Projects & E-Safety

9

Independently

Enters data into a data handling application, fully 
accurately and efficiently.
Carries out complex and efficient analysis of the 
data, repeatedly. Software features are used to 
automate/semi-automate the process. 
Information produced is fully accurate, and very 
well-presented.
Subject to the brief, demonstrates sound 
understanding of the analysis techniques used.

Programs complex systems, or solutions to complex 
problems, with sound competence and effectiveness. 
The systems, or solutions, are complete, fully accurate 
and efficient.  Subject to the brief, user interfaces are 
very well presented and very easy to use.
Provides sound evidence of testing the systems, or 
solutions, including having created some of the tests.
Subject to the brief, demonstrates sound 
understanding of the systems, or solutions, created.

Carries out sound planning of a product requiring no 
further clarification.
Creates a product which is fully complete and with 
sound success. The product fully meets the 
requirements and shows sound awareness of the needs 
of the audience. Software features used have made 
creation of the product fully efficient and fully effective. 
Evaluates the product and most improvements needed 
are very well explained, including some discussion as to 
how they can be achieved.

7

Mostly independently

Enters data into a data handling application, 
mostly accurately and efficiently.
Carries out complex and efficient analysis of the 
data.  Software features are used to 
automate/semi-automate the process. 
Information produced is mostly accurate and 
mostly well-presented.
Subject to the brief, demonstrates good 
understanding of the analysis techniques used.

Programs complex systems, or solutions to complex 
problems, with good competence and effectiveness. 
The systems, or solutions, are complete, mostly 
accurate and mostly efficient. Subject to the brief, user 
interfaces are well presented and easy to use.
Provides good evidence of testing the systems, or 
solutions. 
Subject to the brief, demonstrates good understanding 
of the systems, or solutions, created.

Carries out good planning of a product. Some further 
clarification may be required.
Creates a product which is fully complete and with good 
success. The product mostly meets the requirements 
and shows good awareness of the needs of the audience. 
Software features used have made creation of the 
product mostly efficient and mostly effective. 
Evaluates the product and most improvements needed 
are well explained. 

5

Some support may be needed

Enters data into a data handling application, 
mostly accurately. 
Carries out basic analysis of the data, repeatedly. 
Some software features are used to 
automate/semi-automate the process. Some 
information produced is accurate and well 
presented.
Subject to the brief, demonstrates some 
understanding of the analysis techniques used. 

Programs systems, or solutions to problems, with 
some competence and effectiveness. The systems, or 
solutions, are mostly complete and have some 
accuracy. Subject to the brief, some of the user 
interface is well presented and easy to use.
Provides some evidence of testing systems, or 
solutions.
Subject to the brief, demonstrates some 
understanding of the system or solutions created. 

Carries out some planning of a product. Further 
clarification is required. 
Creates a product which is mostly complete and with 
good success. The product mostly meets the 
requirements and shows some awareness of the needs 
of the audience. Some software features used have 
made creation of the product efficient or effective.
Evaluates the product and some improvements needed 
are identified.  

3

Much support may be needed

Enters data into a data handling application. 

Carries out analysis of the data.

Subject to the brief, demonstrates understanding 

of the analysis techniques used. 

Programs systems, or solutions to problems. 

Tests systems, or solutions. 

Subject to the brief, demonstrates understanding of 

systems, or solutions created.

Carries out planning. 

Creates a product. 

Evaluates the product. 



KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1 - Development AO2 - Refinement AO3 - Record AO4 - Present

9

With a high level of confidence, you understand and 
apply the art work of artists and makers, from a range of 
sources, such as books, galleries, galleries online and  
discussion, identifying how ideas and meanings can be 
open to interpretation

Your imaginative ideas are supported by perceptive and 
sustained exploration.

You show perception and understanding of genres, style  
and techniques, to begin to develop your own art 
work both practically and through your writing skills.

You use a wide range of resources, 
mediums and processes with control and 
technical refinement.

You use experimentation with a ‘what if? 
approach
This approach is purposeful and links to 
your research

Through your experimentation of 
materials, you show confidence and 
focus

You record your observations and ideas, 
utilising a consistently assured command 
of skills and technical control

Your work shows sensitivity and a 
perceptive grasp of ideas

You can record (draw, 
photograph) with creativity and 
imagination

You analyse your work writing with 
specialist key words, with a high level of 
accuracy and understanding

You produce 
creative outcomes that go beyond 
the project objectives

Your work is personal, consistently 
original and exciting with highly 
inventive qualities

You express your own ideas and 
opinions with confidence

You have made insightful links and 
connections with your research

7

You research and explore ideas from a range of sources, 
such as the different websites and discussion
You can identify and write clearly what different artwork 
can mean based on the use of signs, symbols, the genre, 
style and method used to create the work

You select, organise and present your information in a 
visual and written format

Your work is organised and presented with precision and 
skilful handling, showing your understanding of the 
information

You increase your understanding of 
‘materials’ and processes 
showing control and a ‘what if’ approach

Your experimentation with different 
mediums shows a willingness to 
explore and understanding of the 
significance of doing this

You show confidence in trying 
out ideas and a willingness to combine 
new and unfamiliar ideas

You show independence and creativity in 
the way you record your observations 
and experiences

Your technical control shows control and 
skill

You show a confident level of ability to 
write about your ideas, showing 
your understanding of art based key 
words

You can explain how your own 
ideas, experiences and values 
affect your views and practice, 
within the context of the project.

You make links and connections, 
and have used this information, to 
present your own art work with a 
confident level of ability

You can analyse and comment on 
how your ideas and meanings are 
shown within your own and that of 
others

5

You can access and look at different types of artists’ work 
using recommended sources

You are able to respond to how the art work looks and 
what it could mean

You are able to respond to how the art work looks and 
what it could mean, with discussion

With guidance you are beginning 
to experiment with different equipment 
and mediums

With guidance you are gaining in 
confidence to experiment with different 
ideas and processes

Your selection and recording of objects 
and ideas shows growing control and 
refinement

You write using technical art- based 
words, to communicate your ideas

Using a writing frame, you 
can identify the similarities 
between your work and the art 
work being studied

You are able to create your own art 
work based on that of others, such 
an artist / style, with growing 
confidence

3

You can look at different types of art and pick out 
information from them

With guidance, you can use this as a starting point for the 
development of your own idea

You can identify and write about the similarities and 
differences between your own and others' work, using a 
writing frame with key words

You can use different equipment with 
growing confidence

With guidance, your understanding of 
different mediums is increasing, enabling 
you to make some links with your 
selected artist/maker.

With guidance you can combine more 
than one material

With guidance, you can record with focus 
and show evidence of control

With suggestions, you can make some 
changes to strengthen your recordings

With support you can produce 
your own responses using a range 
of materials, showing partial 
understanding of your research
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1
Performing- Perform dance, 

demonstrating choreographic intention 
and theme through the use of physical and 

expressive skills.

AO2
Choreography- Create dance to communicate 
choreographic intention and theme, including 

movement material and choreographic devices.

AO3
Appreciation- Appreciate own and other’s 

works, through making analytical and 
evaluative comments, including specific 

terminology.

9

Shows consistently high levels of physical skills 
throughout performance work, with 
confidence.
Completely engaging and compelling 
expressive skills.
Highly sensitive interpretation of the mood, 
meaning and communication of the dance idea.
Enticing and varied dynamic range.

Can use original and creative outcomes with exploration 
of movement material.
Uses highly effective choreographic devices clearly in 
their choreography.
Shows sensitivity in the communication and intention of 
the theme and dance idea.
Uses a wide variety of actions, space, dynamics and 
relationships with clear reasoning in their work.
Structure is interesting and appropriate.

Uses complex terminology when observing and 
analysing dance.
Can analyse and evaluate dances with reference to 
skills, technique and artistic intention.
Can set targets for own physical and expressive skills 
suggesting exercises to develop these.

7

Shows good levels of physical skills and 
sustained energy throughout performance 
work.
Demonstrates committed expressive skills.
Good interpretation of the mood, meaning and 
communication of the dance idea.
Interesting and varied dynamic range.

Can choreograph creative and varied movement 
material.
Experiments with a variety of appropriate choreographic 
devices.
Shows clear communication of the theme and stimulus.
Uses actions, space, dynamics and relationships with 
some reasoning in their work.
Structure is clear and has a beginning, middle and end.

Uses advanced terminology when observing and 
evaluating dance.
Can comment on skills and techniques suggesting 
ways to improve performance and choreography.
Can set targets for own physical and expressive 
skills.

5

Performs with sound use of physical skills.
Expressive skills are sustained throughout.
Some interpretation of the mood, meaning and 
communication of the dance idea.
Developing dynamic range in performance 
work , using different speeds and effort.

Can use variation of movement material in 
choreography.
Can use some relevant choreographic devices in their 
work.
Shows some communication of theme and dance idea.
Uses actions, space, dynamics and relationships in their 
work.
Structure is evident and has a beginning, middle and end.

Uses basic terminology when observing dance.
Can identify WWW and EBI in own and others work 
and suggest ways to improve.
Can suggest ways to improve own dance skills.

3

Performs with some use of physical skills.
Expressive skills sometimes evident in 
performance work.
Some communication of mood and dance idea.
Can use different speeds in performance work.

Can explore a variety of basic actions in choreography.
Can use repetition, unison and basic development in 
their work.
Shows links to the theme and dance idea.
Uses basic actions, levels, speeds and relationships in 
their work.
Elements of structure are used with a beginning and 
end.

Uses basic terminology in dance.
Can identify WWW and EBI in own and other 
performances.
Can suggest general ways to improve dance skills.
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1 - Making drama: Making, creating and 

developing ideas; showing understanding and 

knowledge of how to produce a performance.

AO2 - Performing Drama: Applying theatrical skills to 

realise and perform live drama; Practical application and 

demonstration of drama skills and techniques.

AO3 - Responding to drama: Analysing and evaluating 

personal work and the work of others; Reflecting on the 

drama process and performances technically.

9

Can work as a productive leader who is effective at co-operation and 
compromise during a rehearsal.

Shows thorough attention to detail and consideration of the 'wider' picture 
including e.g. design, staging

Creates a positive and proactive working atmosphere when making drama.

Focus is exemplary

Can experiment with ideas, improving and refining work in relation to artistic 
decisions made in the rehearsal process.

Can perform with complete control over all performance skills required.

Can perform entirely convincing and impressive characters.

Can stay in role throughout a performance, showing  total investment and commitment

Can recognise and apply all drama techniques with full control and invention.

Live performance is realised with total success and expertise.

Can always respond to evaluative and reflective questions and all forms of feedback, 
with insightful comments.

Can analyse their personal work with intuition.

Can evaluate the work of others with original descriptions.

Reveals an advanced understanding of the processes of drama.

Uses the language of Drama accurately and with sophistication.

7

Can work as a strong leader, showing commitment to the rehearsal.

Shows frequent attention to detail when making drama.

Can sustain and contribute to a positive and productive working atmosphere 
when making drama.

Focus is fully sustained.

Can experiment with ideas and refine them, with success.

Can perform with a wide variety of imaginative performance skills.

Can perform effective and often original characters.

Can consistently stay in role for a whole performance.

Can recognise and apply a wide variety of drama techniques with definite confidence and 
invention.

Live performance is realised with regular success.

Can regularly respond to evaluative and reflective questions and all forms of feedback, 
with intelligent and sensitive comments.

Can analyse their personal work with consideration.

Can evaluate the work of others with useful descriptions.

Reveals a perceptive understanding of the processes of drama.

Uses the language of Drama appropriately and accurately.

5

Can share ideas and occasionally leads in the rehearsal.

Shows occasional attention to detail when making drama.

Can contribute to a positive working atmosphere when making drama.

Focus is sustained.

Can improve and refine work, with some success.

Can perform with considered performance skills.

Can perform sustained and defined characters.

Can stay in role throughout a performance.

Can recognise and apply a wide variety of drama techniques with reasonable success.

Live performance is realised with reasonable success.

Can often respond to evaluative and reflective questions and most forms of feedback, 
with detailed comments.

Can analyse their personal work thoughtfully.

Can evaluate the work of others with clear descriptions.

Reveals an observant understanding of the processes of drama.

Uses the language of Drama with reasonable success and accuracy.

3

Can take direction from others, actively contributing to the rehearsal.

Shows some attention to detail when making drama.

Can participate sensibly, to help maintain a positive working atmosphere.

Focus is mostly sustained.

Can explore simple ideas, with direction.

Can perform with some of the appropriate performance skills.

Can perform a basic character effectively.

Can stay in role for some of a performance.

Can apply drama techniques with some success.

Live performance is realised with some success.

Can respond to evaluative and reflective questions and some forms of feedback, with 
basic comments.

Can analyse their personal work with encouragement.

Can evaluate the work of others with basic descriptions.

Reveals a basic understanding of the processes of drama.

Uses the language of Drama with some success and accuracy.D
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AO1- Investigating AO2- Designing AO3- Making AO4- Evaluating AO5- Knowledge 

9

Always works independently, confidently and proactively, showing consideration for health and safety issues and safety issues

Selects  a  variety of 
information which is 

relevant to the design 
problem. 

Imaginative and creative designs 
show multiple angles, zoom-ins and 
view points and are presented very 

neatly. 

Produce an 
outstanding 

outcome, which is 
accurate and precise, 
showing a wide range 
of skills and achieves 

a high quality 
professional finish.

Thorough and detailed evaluation 
which fully acknowledges all 

aspects of the design brief and/or  
specification and includes third 

party feedback. 

Demonstrates a full and clear 
understanding of all materials, 

manufacturing and design 
processes, using the appropriate 
technical language throughout.

Detailed analysis of the 
information demonstrates 
an assured understanding 
of how it could influence 

designs. 

Annotation is very detailed with 
full reference to the design brief or 

product specification. Technical 
details  include measurements and 

third party feedback. 

Reviews and modifies ideas with 
clear, reasoned judgements 

relevant to the investigation and 
draws valid conclusions. 

Can confidently justify material 
and manufacturing decisions 

throughout design work.

7

Works independently and confidently most  of the time, showing some consideration for health and safety

Selects a variety of 
information which is 

relevant to the design 
problem. 

Imaginative designs  show a 
different angle, view and a  zoom in 

of detail. 

Produces a successful 
product with some 

good practical skills 
evident. Products 
show a very good 

overall appearance 
with a range of skills.

Quality of finish is 
very good. 

Evaluation which acknowledges 
most aspects of the design brief 

and/ or specification and includes 
third party feedback. 

Demonstrates a clear 
understanding of materials and 
manufacturing processes using 

mostly appropriate technical 
language. 

Analyses information in 
some detail and 

acknowledges how it could 
influence designs. 

Annotation has some detail with 
reference to the design brief or 

product specification. Some 
technical details which focus 

mainly on materials and processes. 

Reviews ideas and makes 
modifications with reasoned 

judgements and drawing 
conclusions. 

Some justification of materials 
and manufacturing decisions. 

5

Shows the ability to work independently occasionally with knowledge of health and safety.

Selects information which is 
mostly relevant to the 

design problem. 

Some imagination in designs which  
show a single  view only. 

Produces and 
assembles products 
with some accuracy 

and evidence of 
developing some 

skills. 

Evaluative comments 
acknowledge the design brief 

and/or specification. 

Demonstrates an  understanding 
of some key materials and 

manufacturing processes and 
uses some technical language. 

Analysis is mostly 
descriptive.  

Annotations explain design 
features. 

Reviews ideas and draws some 
conclusions which are relevant to 

the investigation. 

Basic justification of materials 
and manufacturing decisions. 

3

Needs regular support and reminders of health and safety considerations.

Selects some information. 
Designs are simple in their 

presentation.

Aspects of the 
product have been 

made but the product 
may be incomplete. 

Evidence of basic 
practical skills.

Simple evaluative comments. 
Basic understanding of materials 
or manufacturing processes and 
uses simple technical language.Analysis is simple. Labels to identify design features.

Simple review of ideas or evidence 
of conclusions. 



KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1 Application of knowledge AO2 Application of understanding AO3  Application of skills

9

To know the relational positions of areas studied in 

class- making references from what you have learnt and 

beyond.  Evaluate the contrasting characteristics of 

different areas using different scales (local, national, 

regional and international); as well as the differing 

attributes of countries and continents.

Using  a vast array of geographical words that are used 

accurately and appropriately within written work and 

communication, with a great deal of confidence. 

To understand a vast array of contrasting physical and human 

features that make an area significant, looking at different scales 

and predicting future changes.

To understand a vast array of geographical processes that explain 

the physical or human features studied, looking at different scales 

and predicting future changes.  To understand the influence and 

complex interactions of different features and processes on the 

area, and the impacts on the local environment and population. 

Impacts are sorted into social, economic and environmental; local, 

regional and global; and past, present and future.

Routinely use a variety of maps to identify the relational 

location of places studied and explain the distribution of 

geographical features (including the accurate use of compass 

directions, 4 and 6 figure grid-references, scale and GIS).  

Draw clear diagrams, using a pencil and assigning a title, 

independently- always offering informative annotations. 

Use numeracy skills to interpret, analyse, evaluate and 

construct geographical graphs and complete calculations.

Evaluate a range of geographical information, using evidence 

to support my ideas, in both written work and contributions 

given in class. Reviewing the credibility of geographical 

information to present balanced arguments. 

7

To know the relational positions of areas studied in 
class.  
To know how to explain and analyse the contrasting 

characteristics of different areas using different scales 

(local, national and international; as well as the differing 

attributes of countries and continents).

A range of key geographical words are used within 

work and communication. 

To understand an array of contrasting physical and human 

features that make an area significant, looking at different scales. 

To understand an array of geographical processes that explain the 

physical or human features studied, looking at different scales. To 

understand the influence and interactions of different features and 

processes on the area, and the impacts on the local environment 

and population. Impacts are sorted into social, economic and 

environment, and local, regional, global. 

Routinely use a variety of maps and GIS to identify different 

places studied and explain the distribution of geographical 

features (including the accurate use of compass directions and 

grid-references).  

Draw clear diagrams, using a pencil and assigning a title, 

independently- offering detailed labels and annotations. 

Use numeracy skills to interpret, analyse and construct 

geographical graphs and complete calculations.

Analyse a range of geographical information, using evidence to 

support ideas, in both written work and contributions given in 

class. 

5

To know the location of areas studied in class. 
To know how to describe characteristics of different 

areas using different scales (local, national and 

international; as well as the differing attributes of 

countries and continents).

Key geographical words are sometimes used in written 

work and communication. 

To understand  an array of physical and human features that make 

an area significant.  To understand an array of geographical 

processes that explain some of the physical or human features 

studied.  To understand the influence of different features and 

processes on the area, and the impacts on the local environment 

and population.

Routinely use maps to identify different places studied to help 

describe the distribution of geographical features (including 

the accurate use of compass directions and inconsistent use of 

grid-references and to begin to use GIS).  

Draw clear diagrams, using a pencil and assigning a title, 

independently- offering detailed labels. 

Use numeracy skills to interpret and construct geographical 

graphs, and complete basic calculations.

Support ideas with evidence from what I have learnt in lesson. 

3

To know The location of areas studied in class. 
To know different scales of geography (the difference 

between local, regional) and international; and the 

difference between continents and countries.

Starting to use key geographical vocabulary more 

frequently in written work and communication. 

To understand basic physical and human features that make an 

area significant.  To understand basic processes that explain some 

of the physical or human features studied. To understand the 

influence of different features on the area.

Routinely use maps to identify different places studied to help 

me describe the distribution of geographical features 

(including the accurate use of compass directions). Draw clear 

diagrams, using a pencil and assigning a title, independently. 

Use numeracy skills to interpret basic geographical graphs. 
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1-Historical Knowledge & 
Writing

AO2 - Second Order Concepts 
(Causation, Significance, 

Change & Continuity, 
Similarity & Difference)

AO3 - Primary Sources
AO4 - Secondary 

Interpretations

9

Student draws from a wide range 
of knowledge of topics and shows 
extended reading outside of the 
given topic to support extended 
writing on second order concepts 
and source evaluations.

Students demonstrates evaluation 
based on analysis of second order 
concepts. This includes making 
judgements based on strong use of 
contextual evidence and 
sophisticated  conceptual 
awareness.

Student is able to use their 
analysis of primary sources to 
form evaluative judgements on 
their utility to historians. This 
includes elements of both content 
and provenance as well as 
developed contextual knowledge.

Student is able to use their 
analysis of secondary 
interpretations to form evaluative 
judgements on how convincing 
they are to historians. This 
includes elements of both content 
and provenance as well as 
developed contextual knowledge

7

Student uses a range of specific 
contextual knowledge from their 
studies and is able to use their 
knowledge to support extended 
writing on second order concepts 
and source evaluations.

Student demonstrates analysis 
within their understanding of 
second order concepts . This 
includes a strong use of contextual 
knowledge to explain the 
relationships with second order 
concepts.

Student is able to use their 
contextual knowledge to analyse 
primary sources by supporting 
and/or challenging their accuracy, 
forming developed inferences 
about their meanings and 
explaining their purposes. This 
might lead to basic judgements on 
utility.

Student is able to use their 
contextual knowledge to analyse 
secondary interpretations by 
supporting and/or challenging 
their accuracy, forming developed 
inferences about their meanings 
and explaining their purposes. 
This might lead to basic 
judgements on how convincing 
they are.

5

Student uses some specific 
contextual knowledge from their 
studies and is able to use their 
knowledge to support extended 
writing on second order concepts 
and source evaluations.

Student demonstrates a good 
understating of second order 
concepts with explanations based 
on some contextual knowledge. 

Student is able to make inferences 
about primary sources using their 
content and/or provenance to 
explain their meanings and 
purposes.

Student is able to make inferences 
about secondary interpretations 
using their content and/or 
provenance to explain their 
meanings and purposes.

3

Student is able to recall basic 
contextual knowledge of the 
topics studied and can, at times, 
apply their knowledge to support 
extended writing on second 
order concepts and source 
evaluations.

Student demonstrates an 
understating of second order 
concepts with basic contextual 
knowledge.

Student is able to accurately 
describe primary sources and 
identify their key messages or 
features, this might lead to basic 
inferences.

Student is able to accurately 
describe secondary 
interpretations and identify their 
key messages or features, this 
might lead to basic inferences.
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1 – Listening Comprehension AO2 - Speaking AO3 – Reading Comprehension AO4 - Writing

9

Can extract information from extended 
and more complex spoken passages 
without pauses.
Can deal with distractors confidently and 
can use inference skills to cope with 
unfamiliar language.

Can use a wide range of vocabulary learned 
for the topic.
Can produce extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can give a fluent response and use very 
accurate language.
Is secure in all time frames learned.
Can talk about others in detail.
Can lead conversation by asking questions.

Can extract information from extended and more 
complex written passages.
Can deal with distractors confidently and can use 
inference and other reading strategies to cope with 
unfamiliar language.
Can translate into English more complex language 
structures that have been learned with very few 
inaccuracies.

Can use a wide range of vocabulary learned for 
the topic. Can produce extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can use very accurate language. Is secure in all 
time frames learned. Can talk about others in 
detail. Can narrate effectively and fluently, where 
appropriate.
Can translate more complex language structures 
into the target language with very few 
inaccuracies.

7

Can extract most information from 
extended and more complex passages 
with minimal pauses.
Can deal with some distractors and can 
use inference skills to cope with some 
unfamiliar language.

Can use a range of vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce some extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can give a mostly fluent response 
and use mostly accurate language.
Is mostly secure in all time frames learned.
Can talk about others.
Can ask questions.

Can extract most information from extended and 
more complex written passages.
Can deal with some distractors and can use 
inference and other reading strategies to cope with 
unfamiliar language.
Can translate into English more complex language 
structures that have been learned with few 
inaccuracies.

Can use a range of vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce some extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can use mostly accurate language.
Is mostly secure in all time frames learned.
Can talk about others.
Can narrate, where appropriate.
Can translate some complex language structures 
into the target language with few inaccuracies.

5

Can extract overall message of some 
extended passages in familiar contexts.
Can deal with some straightforward 
distractors.
Can use some inference skills to cope 
with unfamiliar language.

Can use familiar vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce opinions with 
some justification.
Can give some fluent 
responses and some accurate language.
Can be secure in all time frames learned.
Can sometimes talk about others.
Can ask some accurate questions.

Can extract overall message of some extended 
passages in familiar contexts.
Can deal with some straightforward distractors.
Can use some inference skills to cope with 
unfamiliar language.
Can translate into English familiar language 
structures that have been learned.

Can use familiar vocabulary learned for the topic.
Can produce opinions with some justification.
Can give some fluent responses 
and some accurate language.
Can be secure in all time frames learned.
Can sometimes talk about others.
Can translate familiar language structures into 
the target language.

3

Can extract some information from short 
passages in familiar contexts.

Can use basic vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce simple opinions.
Can give some simple responses 
and occasionally accurate language.
Is occasionally secure in time frames 
learned.

Can extract some information from short passages 
in familiar contexts.
Can translate basic sentences into English.

Can use basic vocabulary learned for the topic.
Can produce simple opinions.
Can give some simple responses 
and occasionally accurate language.
Is occasionally secure in time frames learned.
Can translate some vocabulary into the target 
language.
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1 – Listening Comprehension AO2 - Speaking AO3 – Reading Comprehension AO4 - Writing

9

Can extract information from extended 
and more complex spoken passages 
without pauses.
Can deal with distractors confidently and 
can use inference skills to cope with 
unfamiliar language.

Can use a wide range of vocabulary learned 
for the topic.
Can produce extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can give a fluent response and use very 
accurate language.
Is secure in all time frames learned.
Can talk about others in detail.
Can lead conversation by asking questions.

Can extract information from extended and more 
complex written passages.
Can deal with distractors confidently and can use 
inference and other reading strategies to cope with 
unfamiliar language.
Can translate into English more complex language 
structures that have been learned with very few 
inaccuracies.

Can use a wide range of vocabulary learned for 
the topic. Can produce extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can use very accurate language. Is secure in all 
time frames learned. Can talk about others in 
detail. Can narrate effectively and fluently, where 
appropriate.
Can translate more complex language structures 
into the target language with very few 
inaccuracies.

7

Can extract most information from 
extended and more complex passages 
with minimal pauses.
Can deal with some distractors and can 
use inference skills to cope with some 
unfamiliar language.

Can use a range of vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce some extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can give a mostly fluent response 
and use mostly accurate language.
Is mostly secure in all time frames learned.
Can talk about others.
Can ask questions.

Can extract most information from extended and 
more complex written passages.
Can deal with some distractors and can use 
inference and other reading strategies to cope with 
unfamiliar language.
Can translate into English more complex language 
structures that have been learned with few 
inaccuracies.

Can use a range of vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce some extended opinions and 
justifications.
Can use mostly accurate language.
Is mostly secure in all time frames learned.
Can talk about others.
Can narrate, where appropriate.
Can translate some complex language structures 
into the target language with few inaccuracies.

5

Can extract overall message of some 
extended passages in familiar contexts.
Can deal with some straightforward 
distractors.
Can use some inference skills to cope 
with unfamiliar language.

Can use familiar vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce opinions with 
some justification.
Can give some fluent 
responses and some accurate language.
Can be secure in all time frames learned.
Can sometimes talk about others.
Can ask some accurate questions.

Can extract overall message of some extended 
passages in familiar contexts.
Can deal with some straightforward distractors.
Can use some inference skills to cope with 
unfamiliar language.
Can translate into English familiar language 
structures that have been learned.

Can use familiar vocabulary learned for the topic.
Can produce opinions with some justification.
Can give some fluent responses 
and some accurate language.
Can be secure in all time frames learned.
Can sometimes talk about others.
Can translate familiar language structures into 
the target language.

3

Can extract some information from short 
passages in familiar contexts.

Can use basic vocabulary learned for the 
topic.
Can produce simple opinions.
Can give some simple responses 
and occasionally accurate language.
Is occasionally secure in time frames 
learned.

Can extract some information from short passages 
in familiar contexts.
Can translate basic sentences into English.

Can use basic vocabulary learned for the topic.
Can produce simple opinions.
Can give some simple responses 
and occasionally accurate language.
Is occasionally secure in time frames learned.
Can translate some vocabulary into the target 
language.



KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK
AO1 - Performing AO2a - Composition creativity AO2b - Composition theory AO3 - Listening

9

• Can perform Tier 3 class pieces 
with a steady pulse, with a high 
level of confidence.

• Can perform pieces that require a 
high level of dexterity.

• Can fluently read the music 
without the need of letters being 
drawn on. 

• Has excellent creative ideas
• Can compose using extended 

structures
• Can write extended melodic, 

rhythmic or harmonic ideas with a 
good sense of shape.

• Can notate their ideas neatly using 
the correct notes and rhythms.

• Can fluently read the music 
without the need of letters being 
drawn on. 

• Has an excellent grasp of pitch and 
rhythm.

• Has an excellent knowledge 
of dynamics and Italian terms.

• Can identify all instruments from 
the excerpts aurally

• Can discuss music articulately 
using a range of terminology

• Can use critical judgement 
when comparing extracts

7

• Can perform Tier 2 class pieces 
accurately

• Can perform with a good level of 
confidence

• Can perform pieces with 
hands together

• Can read from notation with 
some notes being drawn on.

• Can create some more 
complex ideas

• Can start to use more 
complex techniques to develop 
ideas

• Can successfully use some 
extended structures in composition

• Can read treble clef well and 
some bass clef

• Has a solid grasp of 
rhythms, including some more 
complex ones

• Has a good grasp of more complex 
rhythmic, harmonic and melodic 
techniques.

• Has a good knowledge of 
dynamics and Italian terms

• Can identify some more 
unusual instruments aurally

• Can use some more 
complex terminology when 
discussing music

• Can identify differences 
between extracts and articulate 
this well

• Can identify some more 
complex musical features aurally

5

• Can perform Tier 1 class piece 
with a steady pulse and with a 
high level of confidence

• OR
• Can perform Tier 2 class pieces 

mostly accurately with some 
confidence.

• Can play simple class pieces with 
hands separately

• Has some knowledge 
of instrumental technique

• Can create simple, original ideas
• Can use simple 

techniques effectively to develop 
ideas

• Can start to use slightly 
extended structures

• Can compose simple melodic 
ideas with simple chords

• Can read treble clef with 
some confidence

• Has a good grasp of 
simple rhythms

• Has some knowledge of the more 
complex rhythmic, harmonic and 
melodic techniques.

• Has some knowledge of 
dynamics and Italian terms

• Can identify all basic 
instruments aurally

• Can use basic terminology 
well when discussing music

• Can identify some more 
complex differences between 
extracts

• Can identify basic musical 
features aurally

3

• Can perform Tier 1 with 
limited accuracy

• Can perform with 
limited confidence

• Can play very simple pieces 
with one hand

• Has a rudimental knowledge 
of instrumental techniques

• Only plays pieces learnt as a 
class at a basic level

• Can take simple ideas and 
construct a composition

• Can use some simple techniques 
to develop ideas

• Can compose using very 
basic structures

• Can write simple melodic ideas

• Can read basic treble 
clef notation with support

• Has a basic grasp of 
simple rhythms and pulse

• Has some knowledge of the basic 
rhythmic, harmonic and melodic 
techniques.

• Has a simple knowledge 
of dynamics and key terms

• Can identify some 
basic instruments aurally

• Can use some basic 
terminology when discussing 
music heard

• Can identify basic 
differences between extracts

• Can identify some basic 
musical features aurally
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KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO1 - SKILLS 
Conditioned Games & Drills

AO2 - COMPETITION 
Competitive Games & Scenarios

9

Demonstrates an exceptional level of control fluency and 
accuracy.  

Difficult skills are performed effortlessly with fantastic 
precision control and fluency. 

Performer is very effective in controlling a competitive situation, 
making very few errors. 

Performer is able to adapt the decision making process in response 
to the environment.

Performer has an exceptional understanding of the rules and applies 
this in a game situation.

7

Demonstrates a confident level of technical accuracy, precision 
control and fluency. 

Performer can demonstrate core and advanced skills in 
technical situations with a good level of tactical awareness and 
decision making. 

Both core and advanced skills are performed in a competitive 
situation with control, awareness and accuracy. 

The performer show's a very good understanding of the rules and is 
quick to anticipate the next move or decision of the official. 

5

Performer is becoming competent when performing. 

The majority of basic skills are accurate and have control. 

The more difficult skill sets are becoming more refined with 
more fluidity, control and power.

The performer can select and perform techniques appropriately in a 
match situation with a moderate level of success. 

The performer is starting to use a variety of attacking and defending 
strategies to outwit an opponent. 

The performer can sometimes make the wrong decision when the 
situation is challenging. 

3

Demonstrates a basic level of technical accuracy with little 
fluency and control. 

Performer can demonstrate a basic skill set in conditioned drills 
but often makes mistakes.

Accuracy level in a competitive situation is low often resulting in 
losing possession. 

Performers can start to recognise when skills should be used but are 
not able to replicate them accurately. 

Performer can use basic skills in a game situation with limited 
success.P

E



KEY STAGE 3 ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

AO3-
Ability to empathise with 

different viewpoints and reflect

AO2
Enquiry & analysis of experiences.

AO1 -
Subject Knowledge. Recall a variety of 

religious & non religious views.

9

Students can evaluate and distinguish 
between a variety of human 
experiences. Students can consistently 
put themselves in other peoples shoes 
to empathise with them. 

Student is able to use a wide range of enquiry 
methods as an analysis of religious 
experiences & beliefs to form evaluative 
judgements

Students can recall a variety of religious & 
nonreligious views. Student draws from a 
wide range of knowledge & demonstrates 
extended reading outside of the given topic 
to support their answers.

7

Students can evaluate and distinguish 
between religious and non-religious 
views on human identity and 
experience, using appropriate evidence 
and examples. Students empathise 
largely with a variety of different 
experiences

Student is able to evaluate between strong 
and weak arguments in religious matters by 
reference to evidence

Student uses specific factual knowledge to 
support written evaluations of religious 
teachings. Some reference to outside 
sources

5

Students provide some explanation 
and illustrations of the relationship 
between the ways in which people 
behave and the beliefs which they 
profess. Students see why someone 
has acted as they have.

Student is able to analyse and interpret 
religious sources, presenting their findings in a 
variety of ways

Student is able to recall some factual 
knowledge of the religious teachings beliefs 
studied. 

3

Student is able to compare aspects of 
their own experiences and those of 
others, identifying what influences 
their lives

Student is able to gather information from 
sources about people’s religious beliefs and 
practices, asking appropriate questions about 
them

Student is able to recall some basic factual 
knowledge of the religious teachings & 
beliefs studied.
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