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A People’s Tragedy  
Opening with a panorama of Russian society, from the cloistered world of 
the Tsar to the brutal life of the peasants, A People’s Tragedy follows workers, 
soldiers, intellectuals, and villagers as their world is consumed by revolution 
and then degenerates into violence and dictatorship. Drawing on vast 
original research, Figes conveys above all the shocking experience of the 
revolution for those who lived it, while providing the clearest and most 
cogent account of how and why it unfolded. 
Illustrated with over 100 photographs and now including a new introduction 
that reflects on the revolution’s centennial legacy, A People’s Tragedy is a 
masterful and definitive record of one of the most important events in 
modern history. 

 

 

The Whisperers  
Drawing on a huge range of sources - letters, memoirs, conversations - 
Orlando Figes tells the story of how Russians tried to endure life under 
Stalin, brilliantly conveying the reality of their terrible choices. Soviet history 
has generally been seen either as a story of a political system or the story of 
its victims. The Whisperers is about Russians from across the whole range of 
experience under Stalin. Those who shaped the political system became, 
very frequently, its victims. Those who were its victims were frequently 
quite blameless. The Whisperers recreates the sort of maze in which Russians 
found themselves, where an unwitting wrong turn could either destroy a 
family or perversely, later save it; a society in which everyone spoke in 
whispers: whether to protect themselves, their families, neighbours, or 
friends - or to inform on them. 

 

 

A History of Modern Russia 
A comprehensive overview of twentieth-century Russian history that treats 
the years from 1917 to 2000 as a single period and analyses the peculiar 
mixture of political, economic, and social ingredients that made up the Soviet 
compound. It takes the reader from the age of communist rule to the 
changes that occurred in 1991 and the more uncertain world of Yeltsin and 
Putin. 

 

 

The Last of Tsars: Nicholas II  
In March 1917, Nicholas II, the last Tsar of All the Russias, abdicated and the 
dynasty that had ruled an empire for three hundred years was forced from 
power by revolution. Now, on the hundredth anniversary of that revolution, 
Robert Service, the eminent historian of Russia, examines Nicholas's reign in 
the year before his abdication and the months between that momentous 
date and his death, with his family, in Ekaterinburg in July 1918. 
The story has been told many times, but Service's profound understanding of 
the period and his forensic examination of hitherto untapped sources, 
including the Tsar's diaries and recorded conversations, shed remarkable 
new light on his reign, also revealing the kind of ruler Nicholas believed 
himself to have been, contrary to the disastrous reality. 
The Last of the Tsars is a masterful study of a man who was almost entirely 
out of his depth, perhaps even wilfully so. It is also a compelling account of 



the social, economic, and political foment in Russia in the aftermath of 
Alexander Kerensky's February Revolution, the Bolshevik seizure of power in 
October 1917 and the beginnings of Lenin's Soviet republic. 

 
 

Lenin  
Lenin is a colossal figure whose influence on twentieth-century history 
cannot be underestimated. Robert Service has written a calmly authoritative 
biography on this seemingly unknowable figure. Making use of recently 
opened archives, he has been able to piece together the private as well as 
the public life, giving the first complete picture of Lenin. 
This biography simultaneously provides an account of one of the greatest 
turning points in modern history. Through the prism of Lenin's career, 
Service examines events such as the October Revolution and the ideas of 
Marxism-Leninism, the one-party state, economic modernisation, 
dictatorship, and the politics of inter-war Europe. In discovering the origins 
of the USSR, he casts light on the nature of the state and society which 
Lenin left behind and which have not entirely disappeared after the collapse 
of the Soviet regime in 1991. 

 

Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar 
This thrilling biography of Stalin and his entourage during the terrifying 
decades of his supreme power transforms our understanding of Stalin as 
Soviet dictator, Marxist leader, and Russian tsar. 
Based on ground-breaking research, Simon Sebag Montefiore reveals in 
captivating detail the fear and betrayal, privilege and debauchery, family life 
and murderous cruelty of this secret world. Written with extraordinary 
narrative verve, this magnificent feat of scholarly research has become a 
classic of modern history writing. Showing how Stalin's triumphs and crimes 
were the product of his fanatical Marxism and his gifted but flawed 
character, this is an intimate portrait of a man as complicated and human as 
he was brutal and chilling. 

Modern Britain 

 

A History of Modern Britain 
A History of Modern Britain by Andrew Marr confronts head-on the victory of 
shopping over politics. It tells the story of how the great political visions of 
New Jerusalem or a second Elizabethan Age, rival idealisms, came to be 
defeated by a culture of consumerism, celebrity, and self-gratification. In 
each decade, political leaders think they know what they are doing, but find 
themselves confounded. Every time, the British people turn out to be 
stroppier and harder to herd than predicted. 
Throughout, Britain is a country on the edge – first of invasion, then of 
bankruptcy, then on the vulnerable front line of the Cold War and later in 
the forefront of the great opening up of capital and migration now reshaping 
the world. This history follows all the political and economic stories, but 
deals too with comedy, cars, the war against homosexuals, Sixties anarchists, 
oil-men and punks, Margaret Thatcher’s wonderful good luck, political lies 
and the true heroes of British theatre. 

 
 

Never Had It So Good: A History of Britain from Suez to the Beatles 
In 1956 the Suez Crisis finally shattered the old myths of the British Empire 
and paved the way for the tumultuous changes of the decades to come. In 
NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD, Dominic Sandbrook takes a fresh look at the 
dramatic story of affluence and decline between 1956 and 1963. Arguing 
that historians have until now been besotted by the supposed cultural 
revolution of the Sixties, Sandbrook re-examines the myths of this 
controversial period and paints a more complicated picture of a society 
caught between conservatism and change. He explores the growth of a 
modern consumer society, the impact of immigration, the invention of 
modern pop music and the British retreat from empire. He tells the story of 
the colourful characters of the period, like Harold Macmillan, Kingsley Amis 



and Paul McCartney, and brings to life the experience of the first post-
imperial generation, from the Notting Hill riots to the first Beatles hits, from 
the Profumo scandal to the cult of James Bond. In this strikingly impressive 
debut, he combines academic verve and insight with colourful, dramatic 
writing to produce a classic, ground-breaking work that will change forever 
how we think about the Sixties. 

 

White Heat: A History of Britain in the Swinging Sixties 1964-1970 
Harold Wilson's famous reference to 'white heat' captured the optimistic 
spirit of a society in the midst of breath-taking change. From the gaudy 
pleasures of Swinging London to the tragic bloodshed in Northern Ireland, 
from the intrigues of Westminster to the drama of the World Cup, British life 
seemed to have taken on a dramatic new momentum. 
The memories, images and colourful personalities of those heady times still 
resonate today: mop-tops and mini-skirts, strikes and demonstrations, 
Carnaby Street and Kings Road, Harold Wilson and Edward Heath, Mary 
Quant and Jean Shrimpton, Enoch Powell and Mary Whitehouse, Marianne 
Faithfull and Mick Jagger. 

 

 

State of Emergency: The Way We Were: Britain, 1970-1974 
The early 1970s were the age of gloom and glam. Under Edward Heath, the 
optimism of the Sixties had become a distant memory. Now the headlines 
were dominated by social unrest, fuel shortages, unemployment and 
inflation. 
The seventies brought us miners' strikes, blackouts, IRA atrocities, tower 
blocks and the three-day week, yet they were also years of stunning change 
and cultural dynamism, heralding a social revolution that gave us celebrity 
footballers, high-street curry houses, package holidays, gay rights, green 
activists and progressive rock; the world of Enoch Powell and Tony Benn, 
David Bowie and Brian Clough, Germaine Greer and Mary Whitehouse. 

 

Seasons in the Sun: The Battle for Britain, 1974-1979 
In this gloriously colourful book, Dominic Sandbrook recreates the 
extraordinary period of the late 1970s in all its chaos and contradiction, 
revealing it as a decisive point in our recent history. Across the country, a 
profound argument about the future of the nation was being played out, not 
just in families and schools but in everything from episodes of Doctor Who to 
singles by the Clash. These years saw the peak of trade union power and the 
apogee of an old working-class Britain - but also the birth of home 
computers, the rise of the ready meal and the triumph of the Grantham 
grocer's daughter who would change our history forever. 

 

Our Times 
When Queen Elizabeth II was crowned in 1953, many proclaimed the start 
of a new Elizabethan Age. Few had any inkling, however, of the stupendous 
changes that would take place over the next 50 years, in Britain and around 
the world. 
In Our Times, A.N. Wilson takes the reader on an exhilarating journey from 
that day to this. With his acute eye not just for the broad social and cultural 
sweep but also for the telling detail, he brilliantly distils half a century of 
unprecedented social and political change. 
Here are the defining events and characters of the modern age, from the 
Suez crisis to Vietnam, The Beatles to Princess Diana, the miners' strike to 
the Cold War. Here are the Angry Young Men, the satirists of Beyond the 
Fringe, Ruth Ellis and the abolition of hanging, the rise of pop culture and 
celebrity, industrial unrest and the Winter of Discontent, the Thatcher era, 
and the eventual collapse of the Soviet Union. This book will propel you from 
post-war austerity - an age of deference in which men wore hats and women 



wore gloves - through the alterations in our social landscape to the multi-
cultural Britain of today. Despite the appalling tyrannies that have taken 
place in the world, Wilson argues that in the last fifty years Britain has 
known a period of prosperity and peace without precedent in its history. 

 

The Downing Street Years 
Margaret Thatcher was the towering figure of late-twentieth-century British 
politics. This is the story of her remarkable life in her own words. 
This first volume of her memoirs is a riveting first-hand portrait of the events 
and personalities of her eleven years in power. She recalls the triumphs and 
the critical moments of her premiership – the Falklands War, the miners' 
strike, the Brighton bomb, the Westland Affair and her unprecedented three 
election victories. Her judgements of the men and women she encountered, 
whether world statesmen or Cabinet colleagues, are astonishingly frank. She 
is lavish with her praise, devastating with her criticism. The book reaches a 
gripping climax with an hour-by-hour description from inside 10 Downing 
Street of her dramatic final days in office. 

The Unification of Germany 
 

 

A History of Modern Germany: 1800 to Present 
This engaging textbook provides a broad survey of modern German history 
from 1800–2000 and situates Germany’s fragmented past within its full 
context. Kitchen: Provides readers a long view of German history, allowing 
them to see continuities and changes Covers the unification of Germany, the 
German Empire, the Weimar Republic, the Third Reich, the Federal Republic, 
the collapse of Communism, and the re–unification Examines cultural history 
as well as political and economic history Includes coverage of regional 
history rather than focusing on the dominant role of Prussia. 

 

A History of Germany: 1815-1990 
The formidable economic power and political influence the new Germany is 
likely to exert in Europe make more desirable than ever an understanding of 
its past. The latest edition of Carr's classic text and been thoroughly revised 
and includes a chapter on the revolution of 1989-90. 

 

 

Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia 1600-1947 
Prussia began as a medieval backwater, but transformed itself into a major 
European power and the force behind the creation of the German empire, 
until it was finally abolished by the Allies after the Second World War. 
With great flair and authority, Christopher Clark describes Prussia's great 
battles, dynastic marriages and astonishing reversals of fortune, its brilliant 
and charismatic leaders from the Hohenzollerns of Brandenburg to Bismarck 
and Frederick the Great, the military machine and the progressive, 
enlightened values on which it was built. 



 

 

Bismarck: A Life  
This is the life story of one of the most interesting human beings who ever 
lived. A political genius who remade Europe and united Germany between 
1862 and 1890 by the sheer power of his great personality. It takes the 
reader into close proximity with a human being of almost superhuman 
abilities. We see him through the eyes of his secretaries, his old friends, his 
neighbours, his enemies, and the press. 

 

History of Germany 1780-1918: The Long Nineteenth Century 
In the late eighteenth century, German-speaking Europe was a patchwork of 
principalities. Yet by the early twentieth century, unified Germany had 
become the most powerful state in Europe. David Blackbourn tells the story 
of this transformation with eloquence, authority, and wit, weaving together 
political, social, and cultural history. This is a book about revolution, 
nationalism, and the growing role of the state. It also explores subjects that 
range from religion to racism, and Mozart to medicine. The result is a 
powerful and original account of Germany from the eve of the French 
Revolution to the end of World War One.  

 
 
 


