
SKILLS ‘FILM & MEDIA ’ CURRICULUM ROUTEMAP
Film Studies students at Charters school will be able to analyse and appreciate the craft involved in story telling through the 

visual medium. They will be able to decode implicit and explicit messages, engaging critically with a wide range of films across
the major genres, developing and sustaining personal responses through close textual analysis. They will also be encouraged to 

appreciate the aesthetic artistry involved in the production of films so that that they can create their own, emulating specific
styles and applying, or challenging conventions of a genre, evident in their own decision-making. They will be encouraged to 

explore film theory, research industrial context and work with media professionals to gain experience and insight concerning a 
career in the film industry.

You will be able to…

AO2
Apply knowledge and 
understanding of the 
theoretical framework 
of media to:
• analyse media 

products, including in 
relation to their 
contexts and through 
the use of academic 
theories 
• evaluate academic 
theories 
• make judgements
and draw conclusions.

MEDIA A LEVEL

AO1 
Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of: 
• the theoretical 
framework of media 
• contexts of media 
and their influence on 
media products and pr

You will be able to…

FILM A LEVEL
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Component 2A - Global film (two-
film study)

How global films generate meanings 
and responses through  film form 

including: cinematography, mise-en-
scene, sound, editing and 

performance. Film is an aesthetic 
medium for representation and is 

shaped by contexts. 

Component 1B - American film since 
2005 (two film study) Mainstream 

and Independent
How American films generate meaning 
and response and how spectators have 
different interpretations or align with 

characters. You will also learn to 
analyse ideological messages and how 
a film reinforces beliefs and attitudes. 

Component 2B - Documentary 
film

How documentary films generate 
meanings and responses; how 
documentary filmmakers use 

digital technology and you will 
learn how other key filmmakers 

use different or similar 
approaches in their films. 

Component 2D - Experimental film (1960-2000)
How experimental cinema uses post-modernist 

techniques to generate meaning, analyse the narrative 
structures used by filmmakers and how the auteur theory 

approach can be used to explore the cinematic and 
aesthetic choices. 

Component 1C - British film since 1995 
(two-film study)

How British cinema generates meaning 
using film form; explore ideological 

meanings and critical approaches and 
learn how narrative theory can be applied 

to your chosen films. 

Non-examined assessment (Short 
film or screenplay coursework)
How to film and edit your own 

short film and use elements of film 
form to convey a narrative; or to 

write a screenplay with 
accompanying storyboard. 

Component 1A - Classic 
Hollywood 1930-1990 

(Comparative study)
How Classic Hollywood compares 

to New Hollywood in terms of 
auteur, production contexts and 
historical eras. You will look at 

aesthetic style of directors and how 
they take creative control of their 

films. 

Component 2C - Silent 
Cinema

How silent cinema was at the 
forefront of cinema techniques 

we use today and how 
movements such as German 

expressionism impact the 
messages these films convey 
and the aesthetic styles used. 

Non-examined assessment (Short film or screenplay coursework)
Continuing to  film and edit your own short film and use elements of film form to 

convey a narrative; or to write a screenplay with accompanying storyboard. 
Students will also write an evaluative analysis, analysing short film narratives in 

comparison to own production. choices. 

Revision of all key films and core elements
How to revise your set films, how to improve your essay 

style and top tips for exam strategies. 

Component 1A&B – Advertising
Tide, WaterAid, Kiss of the Vampire 

- You will complete study of set 
texts through the theoretical 

framework of: Representation, 
Media Language, Audience and 

Industry. 

Component 1A - Music Videos
Formation by Beyoncé and Riptide by 

Vance Joy -You will complete analysis of 
set texts through the theoretical 

framework of: Representation, Media 
Language and use them to compare to 

unseen products. 

Component 1A&B - Newspapers 
Times and Daily Mirror - You will 

complete analysis of set texts through 
the theoretical framework of: 

Representation, Media Language, 
Audience and Industry. 

Component 1B - Film 
Industry

You will examine the 
marketing and industry focus 
for I Daniel Blake and Black 

Panther.

Component 2A - TV (British and Global)
Life on Mars and The Bridge 

(Denmark/Sweden) - You will complete a 
study of set texts through the theoretical 

framework of: Representation, Media 
Language, Audience and Industry. 

Component 1B - Radio 
Industry

Times and Daily Mirror - You 
Late Night Women's' Hour -
You will complete a study of 

the set programme through the 
theoretical framework of 

Audience and Industry

Component 1B - Video Games Industry
Assassins Creed Franchise - You will complete a study 

of the set video game franchise through the 
theoretical framework of Audience and Industry

Component 3 - NEA Film Marketing
You will create your own marketing campaign for a fictional film. The exam board 

sets a brief and you make posters, DVD covers and a functioning website. The 
framework of representation, media language, audience and industry is key. 

Component 2B – Magazines
Vogue and The Big Issue - You will complete a 

study of set texts through the theoretical 
framework of: Representation, Media 

Language, Audience and Industry. 

Component 2C - Online Media
Attitude (website) and Zoella (influencer) - You will 

complete a study of set texts through the theoretical 
framework of: Representation, Media Language, Audience 

and Industry. 

FILM A LEVEL

MEDIA A LEVEL

AO2
Analyse and compare 
films through critical 
approaches; evaluate
the significance of 
critical approaches

AO1 
Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
elements of film

AO3
Apply knowledge 
and understanding of 
elements of film to 
the production of a 
film or screenplay. 

AO3
Create media products 
for an intended 
audience, by applying
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
theoretical framework 
of media to 
communicate meaning.

Media Studies students at Charters school will be able to analyse and appreciate the craft involved in communicating media messages in a 
global arena. They will be able to decode implicit and explicit messages across a range of media, recognising bias and demonstrate 

understanding concerning how representations are constructed for a specific purpose and audience. They will analyse media language which 
will inform their own design, filming and editing choices ensuring their cross-media productions target specific audiences. They will be 

encouraged to explore and apply media theory, research industrial context and work with media professionals to gain experience and insight 
concerning a media career.


