
SKILLS
ENGLISH CURRICULUM ROUTEMAP

“English students will be prepared for and capable of communicating effectively in the modern world in order to 
achieve success. Through the study of language, students will develop an appreciation for the writer’s craft and 

the skills required to express oneself clearly. An advanced vocabulary and a broad range of reading skills will 
further students’ abilities to communicate in a mature, coherent manner whilst appreciating alternative 

viewpoints and perspectives. The study of literature will further develop students’ analytical skills and also
encourage them to appreciate the aesthetic and entertaining qualities of high calibre literary texts.”
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You will be able to…

Origins of Literature 
You will learn about key concepts in 

Literature, starting with Greek 
Mythology. 

Poetry
You will learn how poetry across 

time can be used to express an 
individual's ideas, with a focus on 

personal response and 
constructing an essay. 

Class reader 
You will learn to 

write a description of 
a setting focusing on 

exposition and 
structure, through 

the study of a whole-
class novel.

Shakespeare: 
'Macbeth’

You will learn to explore themes across 
a whole Shakespeare play. 

AO1 – Understanding
Write an analytical paragraph with personal ideas starting to 
emerge, with a relevant quotation. 

AO2 - Analysis
Identify writers' techniques and explain the effects. 

AO3 - Context
Begin to understand the time period in which a text is written and 
how this affects the text. 

AO4 – Audience, purpose & form
Write with an awareness of audience, purpose and form. 

AO5 – Creativity (Structure & Organisation)
Use topic sentences, paragraph clearly and group ideas together 
with confidence. 

AO7 - Presenting
Communicate ideas clearly and in a formal setting.

AO6 – Technical Accuracy
Use appropriate vocabulary that is taught explicitly in the unit. 
Accurate spelling of regular words and use basic punctuation 
correctly. 

Shakespeare
You will learn about 

Elizabethan theatre and it's 
context through in a variety 

of Shakespeare's plays. 

Poetry
You will learn to explore a range of 
poetry from diverse voices around 

the world, with a focus on the 
power of poetry.

Shakespeare: 'A 
Midsummer Night's 

Dream’
You will learn to analyse 

Shakespearean language, by 
focusing on conventions of 

comedy and character 
development.

Class reader 
You will learn to analyse character 

development through the study of a 
whole class novel. 

Rhetoric
You will learn to use the art 
of rhetoric in your writing. 

Creative Writing
You will learn to construct an 

engaging and creative narrative.

An Inspector Calls
You will learn to analyse how 

writers use language, form  
and structure to 
create meaning. 

Representation
You will learn to analyse representation 

across literature and the media. 

Class reader 
You will learn to evaluate 

writers' ideas across a 
whole novel 

Language Paper 2B 
You will learn to write a 

non-fiction text looking at 
a range of different 

purposes. 

Poetry Anthology 
You will learn to analyse how writers use 

language, form and structure to create meaning. 

Romeo and Juliet 
You will learn to analyse how 

writers use language, form and 
structure to create meaning.

Language Paper 2A
You will learn to 

analyse and evaluate 
writers' viewpoints and 

perspectives.

Language Reading revision
You will learn to revise 

effectively for your exams. 

Poetry Anthology 
You will learn to analyse 

how writers use 
language, form and 
structure to create 

meaning. 

Spoken Language 
You will learn to communicate your 

viewpoint in an effective and 
engaging manner. 

Literature 
revision 

You will learn 
to revise 

effectively for 
your exams.

Language Writing 
revision 

You will learn to revise 
effectively for your 

exams.

A Level 
English 

Literature

Unit 2 Prose:  Dystopian 
literature '1984’

You will learn to explore the 
ways in which '1984' relates to 

the dystopian genre, 
movements and literary 

traditions. You will analyse the  
ways in which it can be 

interpreted by different 
readers, including over time.

Unit 3 NEA: 
Comparative 

analytical essay 
You will learn to 

analyse connections 
across two texts: 'A 

Streetcar Named 
Desire' by Tennessee 

Williams and 
'Rapture' by Carol 

Ann Duffy, exploring 
the contexts of the 

texts and others’ 
interpretations of 

them.

Unit 1 Drama and Poetry:  
Ibsen or Wilde in comparison 

with Rossetti or Chaucer
You will learn to explore contrasts, 

connections and comparisons 
between two literary texts, exploring 
the ways in which they relate to each 

other and to literary traditions, 
movements, context and genres.

Unit 2 Prose: Dystopian 
Literature - unseen and 

'Handmaid's Tale’
You will learn to explore contrasts, 

connections and comparisons 
between 'The Handmaid's Tale' and 

'1984'. You will also develop your 
ability to demonstrate close reading 

skills in analysing unseen prose 
extracts.

Unit 1 Drama: 
Shakespeare

You will learn to analyse a 
Shakespeare play in close detail, 

exploring the use of language 
and dramatic effects . You will 
also explore the ways in which 

the chosen play is/has been 
interpreted by different 

audiences, including over time.

Unit 3 NEA: 'Recreative' task plus commentary.
You will learn to demonstrate close reading skills, identifying 

and considering how attitudes and values are expressed in the 
chosen text.

Unit 2 Poetry: 'Breaking 
Silence' by Jacob Sam-

La Rose
You will learn to analyse the use 
and impact of poetic techniques 

and linguistic choices of a 
substantial poetry collection. 

A Level 
English 

Language

Unit 3 Prose: 'The 
Great Gatsby' 

F.Scott Fitzgerald
You will learn to show 

knowledge of how language 
choices shape meanings in a 

substantial prose fiction 
text.

Unit 2 Drama: 'A Streetcar Named 
Desire' by Tennessee Williams

You will learn to develop an analysis of a drama 
text using  linguistic and stylistic approaches.

Unit 3 Writing as a 
Reader: Creative writing

You will learn to produce an 
original narrative text and 

commentary, showing knowledge 
and understanding of how 

language choices shape meanings 
in texts.

Unit 4 NEA: Analytical 
and comparative writing
You will learn to compare two 

substantial texts, one non-
fiction text by Jeanette 

Winterson: "Why be Happy 
When You Could be Normal" 

with a free 
choice novel.

Unit 1: Non-
Fiction anthology 

You will learn to 
explore connections 
across a wide range 
of non-literary and 

spoken texts, 
applying relevant 

methods and 
concepts for text 

analysis from 
linguistic study.

A Level 
English 

Literature

Unit 3 NEA: Comparative 
analytical essay 

You will continue to develop the 
sophistication of your comparative analytical 

response to 'Streetcar' and 'Rapture'.

Unit 2 Revision 
You will continue to develop 

the sophistication of your 
contrasts, connections and 
comparisons between 'The 

Handmaid's Tale' and '1984'. 
You will also hone your 

ability to demonstrate close 
reading skills in analysing 

unseen prose extracts.

Unit 1 Revision 
You will hone your close analysis of  
Shakespeare, continuing to develop 
knowledge of the ways in which the 
chosen play is/has been interpreted 

by different audiences, including over 
time.

Unit 2 Revision 
You will revise 'The Handmaid's Tale' 

and '1984', whilst continuing to 
develop your wider reading of the 
dystopian genre and close analysis 

skills, practising on unseen extracts.

Unit 1 Revision 
You will hone your knowledge of contrasts, 

connections and comparisons between your two 
literary texts, exploring the ways in which they 
relate to each other and to literary traditions, 

movements, context and genres.

Unit 4 NEA: Analytical and 
comparative writing

You will learn to demonstrate close reading 
skills, identifying and considering how attitudes 

and values are expressed in the chosen text.

A Level 
English 

Language

Unit 4 NEA: 
Original non-

fiction
You will learn to use 

a range of techniques 
to produce a piece of 
original writing in a 

non-fiction form with 
a 150 word 

introduction.

Unit 1: Non-Fiction 
anthology

You will continue to 
explore connections 

across a wide range of 
non-literary and spoken 
texts, applying relevant 

methods and concepts for 
text analysis from 

linguistic study.

Unit 2 revision
You will revise and 

develop your analysis 
of  poetry and drama 
using  linguistic and 

stylistic approaches.

Unit 3 revision
You will revise and 

develop your 
knowledge of how 

language choices shape 
meanings in prose, 

whilst continuing to 
hone your own original 

writing.

YEAR 8

You will be able to…
AO1 – Understanding
Write an analytical essay with personal ideas and a variety of 
quotations to support. 

AO2 - Analysis
Identify a range of writers' techniques and explore different 
interpretations of audiences. 

AO3 - Context
Link interpretations to a set time period. 

AO4 – Audience, purpose & form
Use devices appropriately to target audience, purpose and form. 

AO5 – Creativity (Structure & Organisation)
Plan and execute a clear whole text with a logical beginning, middle 
and end.

AO8 - Discussing
Discuss a personal response to a text and justify your response. 

AO6 – Technical Accuracy
Select vocabulary for meaning. Accurate spelling of regular and 
irregular words and use a variety of punctuation correctly. 

YEAR 9

You will be able to…
AO1 – Understanding
Write a well-argued essay, considering varied interpretations, 
using embedded quotations to support from a whole text. 

AO2 - Analysis
Analyse the writers' intentions with a variety of techniques across 
language, form and structure and explore different interpretations 
of audiences. 

AO3 - Context
Evaluate the relationship between a text and its context and how 
and why this influences a writer's choices. 

AO4 – Audience, purpose & form
Craft writing with clear understanding to target audience, purpose 
and form. 

AO5 – Creativity (Structure & Organisation)
Plan and craft structure with confidence to create meaning. 

AO6 – Technical Accuracy
Select academic vocabulary for meaning and purpose. Accurate 
spelling of complex words and use a wide variety of punctuation 
correctly. 

KEY STAGE 4

You will be able to…
AO1 – Understanding
Write a conceptual and perceptive essay, considering varied 
interpretations and writers' intentions using embedded quotations 
to support from a whole text. Quotations must be memorised for 
closed text exam. 

AO2 - Analysis
Analyse the writers' intentions independently with judicious use of 
subject terminology across language, form and structure and 
explore different interpretations of audiences. 

AO3 - Context
Embed evaluation of context within interpretations across time. 

AO5 – Creativity (Structure & Organisation)
Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and 
adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and 
audiences. You will be able to organise information and ideas using 
structural features to support coherence and cohesion. 

AO6 – Technical Accuracy
Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

AO7 - Presenting
Spoken Language Qualification - Expresses sophisticated ideas 
with confidence and expression in a formal setting. 

AO8 - Discussing
Spoken Language Qualification - Responds to a Q&A scenario with 
confidence about a personally chosen topic. 

KEY STAGE 5 – ENGLISH LITERATURE

You will be able to…
AO1: Respond articulately
Write conceptual and articulate essays which are perceptive and 
creative in their personal response.  Associated concepts, 
terminology, and quotations are judiciously  embedded 
throughout. Written expression is succinct, accurate and well 
argued.

AO2 - Analysis
Articulate fully developed and detailed critical analysis of the ways 
in which language, form and structure shape meanings, considering 
the writers' intentions independently with focused and precise use 
of analytical methods.

AO3 - Context
Demonstrate and embed sophisticated understanding of the 
significance and influence of the contexts in which literary texts 
are written and received. 

AO4: Connections
Explore connections between texts, interweaving links judiciously 
to illuminate similarities and contrasts, furthering an argument.

AO5: Interpretations
Explore literary texts, informed by different interpretations, 
including but not limited to: critical responses, theoretical stances 
and productions across film and theatre as appropriate.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
AO1: Apply concepts and methods
Write conceptual and articulate essays which are perceptive and 
creative in their personal response. Apply concepts and methods 
from integrated linguistic and literary study as appropriate, using 
associated terminology and quotations judiciously throughout. 
Written expression is succinct, accurate and well argued.

AO2 - Analysis
Articulate fully developed and detailed critical analysis of ways in 
which meanings are shaped in texts.

AO3 - Context
Demonstrate and embed perceptive understanding of the 
significance and influence of the contexts in which texts are 
produced received. 

AO4: Connections
Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and 
literary concepts and methods, interweaving links judiciously to 
illuminate similarities and contrasts, furthering an argument.

AO5: Creativity
Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to 
communicate in different ways


