
SKILLS DRAMA CURRICULUM ROUTEMAP
Drama students at Charters School will explore their creativity through a variety of styles, themes and topics. 
Students will become confident and independent thinkers, who are able to critically analyse the roles within 

theatre and live productions. Students will have an appreciation of their own work and others, always 
demonstrating respect and empathy. They will participate in an engaging, practical curriculum, that supports 

the development of new acting skills, as well nurturing existing talent.
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You will be able to…

KEY STAGE 4

You will be able to…

KEY STAGE 5

You will be able to…

Basic Skills + Freeze Frame
You will learn the basic skills of 
drama and how to tell stories 
using effective freeze frames.

Mime
You will learn the basic rules of mime and 

how to use these within performance.

Status within script 
work

You will learn how to 
communicate status and 

changes in status within a 
scripted performance.

Stage fighting 
You will learn how to safely 

choreograph and perform believable 
stage combat sequences.

Creating
Create performance work 
collaboratively in a range of different 
styles and genres and use

Performing
Perform confidently in a range 
of paired and group work in a 
range of different styles and 
genres

Analysis
Deconstruct performance work 
that you have seen to analyse 
the intended meaning

Research
Research the context of 
specific performance styles or 
genres to inform your own 
practical work

Practical skills
Apply your own practical skills 
in order to achieve specific 
effects within both rehearsal 
and performance

Ensemble performance
Use choral/ensemble 
techniques to create physical 
theatre performances in larger 
groups

Rehearsal
Use rehearsal time purposeful 
to develop and refine 
performance work

Interpreting a script
Interpret scripts and 
characters to achieve specific 
aims and intentions for your 
audience

Structuring Drama
Understand the purpose of 
each section of performance 
work; exposition, plot and 
denouement

Devising
Effectively devise work from a 
range of given stimuli such as 
text and photographs

Improvisation
You will learn strategies for 

effective spontaneous 
improvisation and how to 
use these within devised 

improvisation.

Greek Theatre
You will learn the key 

features of Greek 
Theatre including 

ensemble storytelling.

Staging script extracts
You will learn how to 

imaginatively approach a range 
of scripted extracts, exploring 
different styles of theatre to 

bring them to life.

Mood and Atmosphere 
(Shakespeare openings)

You will learn how to create specific moods 
and atmospheres through your creative 
realisation of various scenes from well-

known Shakespeare plays.

Physical Comedy and Melodrama
You will learn the conventions of 

Melodrama and how to apply mime skills 
within slapstick comedy.

Interpreting Script 
(Game of Soldiers)
You will learn how to 
create more detailed 

interpretations of a short 
script extract.

Techniques and 
Strategies (KFC)

You will learn how to use 
rehearsal strategies and 

non-naturalistic techniques 
within devising.

Structuring drama 
(Flatshare)

You will learn how to use 
exposition, plot and 

denoument to structure 
performance.

Mood and Atmosphere 
(Detective and the 

Accused) 
You will learn how to use 

naturalistic acting skills to 
create a tense and hostile 

mood and atmosphere 
through a scripted extract.

Physical Theatre 
You will learn the basic building blocks 

for devising in the style of physical 
theatre.

Non-naturalism and 
effective devising 

(Teenagers)
You will learn how to devise 

engaging theatre using a range 
of non-naturalistic techniques.

Interpretation 
and Context (Blood 

Brothers)
You will learn how to use a 

play's context to inform 
appropriate interpretations of 

key extracts.

Mock Component 
2 (Script work)

You will learn how to 
use a play's context to 

inform appropriate 
interpretations of key 

extracts.

Live Theatre analysis
You will learn how to analyse 
professional theatre you see 

and how to structure this 
analysis into essay form.

Introduction to 
Practitioners

You will learn the key 
features of a range of 

popular theatre 
practitioners and 

companies.

Mock Component 1 
(Devising theatre)

You will learn how to apply the 
working methods of theatre 

practitioners into your own devising 
work and will also be introduced to 

the written portfolio.

Component 3 (Covering 
the set text: DNA)

You will study the set text 'DNA' 
by Dennis Kelly, exploring the 

characters and the development 
of the plot.

Component 3 (Covering 
the set text: DNA)

You will learn how to answer 
exam questions on your set text 

'DNA' by Dennis Kelly.

Component 2 (Script work)
You will learn how to imaginatively approach 
two scripted extracts for your performance 

exam.

Component 1 (Devising 
theatre)

You will learn how to apply 
the working methods of 

theatre practitioners for your 
devised exam performance 
and will also complete the 

written portfolio and 
evaluation.

Component 3 
(Written exam: DNA 

+ Live Theatre)
You will learn how to 

approach questions on 
live theatre and DNA in 

preparation for the 
written exam.

Component 3 (Text in 
Performance: Hedda 

Gabler - Ibsen)
You will study the set text 

'Hedda Gabler' by Henrik Ibsen, 
learning the context in which it 
is set and written as well as the 

character and plot 
development.

Component 3 (Text in 
Performance: Curious 

Incident)
You will study the set text 

‘Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-time' and 

consider your own creative 
ideas for staging the text 
from the perspective of a 

director, designer and 
performer.

Introduction to 
Practitioners

You will learn how to 
apply the working 

methods of theatre 
practitioners in both 
scripted and devised 

performances.

Component 1 
(Theatre workshop)
You will study a range of 

texts set by the exam 
board before choosing a 

text to base your own 
creative re-interpretation 

on.

Component 2 (Text in Action)
You will develop a devised performance 

based on a stimulus released by the exam 
board.

Component 2 (Text 
in Action)

You will create a 
realisation of an extract 

from a text of your 
choice that links to the 
stimulus given by the 

exam board.

Component 3 (Text in Performance: 
Saved - Bond)

You will study the set text 'Saved' by 
Edward Bond, learning the context in which 
it is set and written as well as the character 

and plot development.

Component 3 (Text in 
Performance: Hedda 

Gabler - Ibsen)
You will study the set text 

'Hedda Gabler' by Henrik Ibsen, 
learning the context in which it is 

set and written as well as the 
character and plot development.

Component 3 (Text in Performance: Curious Incident)
You will study the set text ‘Curious Incident of the Dog in the 

Night-time' and consider your own creative ideas for staging the 
text from the perspective of a director, designer and performer.

Work collaboratively with your peers to 
create performance work inspired by a 
range of studied theatre companies and 
practitioners. You will develop your skills in 
devising theatre as well as interpreting 
scripts of a much longer length and more 
challenging content.
You will produce written responses where 
you share your practical ideas for a set text 
and also analyse and deconstruct live 
theatre that we will go to see.

Continue to build on the skills 
developed in key stage 4 with a 
focus on devising drama, 
interpreting script in addition to a 
greater focus on the in-depth study 
of 3 set texts where the context of 
the plays will be explored alongside 
your own practical ideas for 
performance.


