
 
 

 

COVID 19 CATCH-UP PREMIUM AND CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS 2020/21  

 
The DfE has allocated £650 million to be spent on ensuring all pupils have the chance to catch up and supporting schools 
to enable them to do so. Whilst headteachers will decide how the money is spent, the Education Endowment Foundation 
has published guidance on effective interventions to support schools. For pupils with complex needs, schools should 
spend this funding on catch-up support to address their individual needs. There is also an allocation of £350 million for a 
National Tutoring Programme, intended to deliver proven and successful tuition to the most disadvantaged and 
vulnerable young people.  
 
The DfE has also set out the following Curriculum Expectations, to ensure that all pupils – particularly disadvantaged, 
SEND and vulnerable pupils – are given the catch-up support needed to make substantial progress by the end of the 
academic year.  
 

EDUCATION IS NOT OPTIONAL  

All pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their development and prepares them for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of later life.  
 

THE CURRICULUM REMAINS BROAD AND AMBITIOUS  

All pupils continue to be taught a wide range of subjects, maintaining their choices for further study and employment.  
 

REMOTE EDUCATION  

DfE asks that schools meet the following key expectations:  
1. Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, but make use of 

existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important missed content…In particular, schools may 
consider how all subjects can contribute to the filling of gaps in core knowledge, for example through an 
emphasis on reading.  

2. Aim to return to the school’s normal curriculum in all subjects by summer term 2021.  

3. Plan on the basis of the educational needs of pupils. Curriculum planning should be informed by an assessment of 
pupils’ starting points and addressing the gaps in their knowledge and skills.  

4. Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning.  
 
Schools should set out how they will allocate the additional funding to support curriculum recovery this academic year. 

The EEF guidance suggests a 3-tiered* approach: 

 
1. Teaching  

• High-quality teaching for all  

• Effective diagnostic assessment  

• Supporting remote learning  

• Focusing on professional development  
 

 
2. Targeted academic support  

• High-quality one to one and small group tuition  

• Teaching Assistants and targeted support  
• Academic tutoring  

• Planning for pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)  
 

 
3. Wider strategies  

• Supporting pupils’ social, emotional and behavioural needs  
• Planning carefully for adopting a Social and Emotional Learning curriculum  
• Communicating with and supporting parents  



 
 

• Supporting parents with pupils of different ages  
• Successful implementation in challenging times  

 

 

• Ofsted will conduct interim visits to schools between 28 September and December 2020 and will discuss with 
school leaders how they are ensuring that pupils resume learning the school’s curriculum, including contingency 
planning for the use of remote education and the use of catch-up funding.  

 

 

CATCH-UP PREMIUM PLAN KS3 AND KS4  

Summary information 

School Charters School Allocated funding (Catch-Up)  £107,040 

Academic Year 2020/21 
Allocated funding (National 
Tutoring Programme) 

£10,125.00 

Total number of pupils (Y7 – 
Y11 only) 

1355 
Number of pupils eligible for PP 
(Y7 – Y11 only) 

165 
(10.59%) 

Issues identified from September 2020 as barriers to learning (e.g. curriculum gaps / literacy / attendance / 
wellbeing)  

B1 Literacy skills 

B2 Numeracy skills 

B3 Gaps in curriculum as identified by each Head of Department  

B4 Readying the school for further home learning needs (E.g. a second lockdown)  

B5 Ensuring all students can access online learning at home  

B6 Gaps in knowledge that have appeared between March and July 2020 (as identified through PPEs) 

B7 Ensuring our SEND students are making social, emotional and academic progress following the lockdown 
period  

B8 Understanding T&L strategies within the ‘new normal’ way of teaching  

B9 Understanding the ability of all students without prior attainment as well as our new Year 7 intake without 
SATS scores  

B10 Maintaining high engagement for all students is a priority whether in school or at home 

B11 Maintaining high quality teaching despite staff having to isolate 

B12 Wellbeing: Students adjusting to the new school routines and structures  

B13 Wellbeing: Concerns around anxiety and safeguarding issues following the lockdown period  

B14 Ensuring parental engagement levels are maintained during the ‘virtual meeting’ era  

B15 Gaps in skills that students need to be able to work remotely 

B16 Changes to the school day: Tutor time, breaks, teaching time 



 
 

Teaching and Whole School Strategies 

Years Actions Intended impact Cost 

7 B9 CAT testing for all Year 7 students 
Identify the ability of all students so as they 
can be set in CORE subjects in October 2020 

3453 

8-10 B9 
CAT testing for students with no 
prior attainment 

Identify the ability of all students so teachers 
can support appropriately 

709 

 B4 

Detailed recovery curriculum and 
home learning curriculum written 
by all Heads of Departments to 
ensure staff are equipped to teach 
remotely if required 

No learning is lost due to isolation or 
lockdown – Staff are prepared to teach 
remotely should this be required 

 

 B13 
Whole school training around 
mental health as well as tutor 
training on wellbeing support 

Allows staff and students to approach post 
covid mental health issues in a consistent and 
researched way 

 

11 B6 
Period 5 Friday lessons to give 
Maths and English an extra lesson 
per week 

Students receive an extra _____ hours of the 
core subjects to ensure curriculum is covered 

£31,533 

 
B6 

B16 
Buses put on for year 11 students 
on a Friday   

All students attend extra Maths and English 
lessons to minimise any gaps and have more 
direct teacher time 

£3,500 

11 B6 
Split PPEs for year 11 - Core and 
then non-core. Two sets planned 
rather than one  

Allows Core subjects to identify gaps as early 
as possible. Also allows students to focus on 
less exams at once considering not having had 
any in year 10 

 

11 B5 

Ensure KS4 students have a 
computer at home to be able to take 
part in all virtual intervention in 
place 

All students are able to engage with remote 
learning if required as well as be able to 
complete any home learning to consolidate 
knowledge and skills. 

 

 
B8 

B11 
Training of a wide of digital learning 
methods including MS Teams 

Staff are more equipped to teach remotely as 
well as invite students who are self isolating 
into their lessons with confidence. 

 

 B8 

Purchase of classroom visualisers 
for all classrooms to support the 
fact staff can no longer walk the 
classroom freely  
 

These will support high quality T&L as they 
will enable staff to model from the front (staff 
cannot freely move around the classroom)  
 

2557 

11 
B1 
B2 

B12 

National tutoring programme using 
MyTutor for students under 
performing in year 10 and 11 

Provides extra targeted support to small 
groups outside of lesson time in English, 
Maths and Science 

£6,075 

10-11 B14 

Utilise PiXL resources to share with 
parents regarding learning habits at 
home, managing stress, supporting 
their children 

Parents feel supported to be able to handle 
the changes to learning and key stages. 

 

 B8 PiXL Core subject CPD programme 
All core staff are taking part in subject specific 
CPD to ensure they are able to close learning 
gaps 

£250 

10-11 B6 

Ensure that the Tassomai platform 
is rolled out successfully and 
monitor the usage across year 
groups  

Tassomai will enable students to consolidate 
learning and identify areas to improve to 
counteract lack of Science curriculum time 
along with no changes to the course content. 
Staff are able to identify areas to revisit 
through the teacher portal.  

£4,644 

 B6 

Roll out Massolit to Humanity 
subjects to provide resources for 
students both in school and 
remotely 
 

Students have a wider range of high quality 
and engaging resources to draw from, 
particularly when not in school 

£1,238 



 
 

7-13 B10 

Continue the tracking of home 
learning engagement to keep up the 
positive momentum that was 
created during lockdown  

Home learning will improve the independence 
of our students as well as support progress 
when it comes to key assessment points (PPEs 
and assessments) 

 

7-9 B15 
Deliver learning skill sessions to all 
KS3 students 

Students can draw from skills developed if 
needing to isolate to ensure engagement is 
more successful and students know what to 
do 

6,068 

11 B6 

Small group of students withdrawn 
from 4th GCSE option if significantly 
below target in Core subjects as 
well as option subjects 

Enables students to have smaller group 
intervention during the school day – Will have 
an impact on progress, particularly Maths and 
English 

24,272 

 B3 

Head of Departments to track and 
monitor catch up curriculum closely 
looking at low effort – high impact 
successes and ensure learning gaps 
are closed in the most effective and 
timely manner.  
 

A focus on curriculum sequencing and 
reflecting on each curriculum subject area will 
help leaders target specific subject domain 
knowledge students are not yet secure in. By 
reviewing both the catch-up curriculum and 
long term curriculum, HODs will identify the 
core skills that are their priorirty. 

 

7-11 B1 

10 minutes of reading at the start of 
every lesson to allow teacher 
movement and embed reading 
across all year groups 

Students are continuing to develop literacy 
skills outside of English.  
Teachers are able to set up the lesson calmly 
for a productive 50 minute input. 

 

10-11 B15 
Deliver a full program of revision 
techniques in Term 2.  

Teaching revision techniques is a helpful way 
of preparing students for their mock and 
summer exams 

 

7-13 B10 

Ensure that the home learning offer 
is updated and made available on 
the website in the event of a 
student absence for self-isolation 
and/or local lockdown 

Parents are fully aware of expectations of 
home learning and are able to support their 
child in being prepared for learning as soon as 
they have to stay at home to minimise any 
further gaps. 

 

7-13 B12 

Well-being survey to look at pupil 
attitudes to school and how they 
are feeling to enable early 
intervention 

To identify students as well as trends across 
year groups and focus group who would 
benefit from additional support 

 

7-13 B14 
Parental survey to look at how they 
feel about Charters  

To identify areas that are working as well as 
areas that we can look to improve based on 
feedback 

 

10-13 B14 
Start of year virtual presentation 
for KS4 and KS5 students and 
parents 

Both students and parents are aware of what 
is happening in the year ahead and know the 
importance of communication between 
student, parent and school. 

 

7-13 
B12 
B14 

Virtual tutor evenings for all year 
groups using SchoolCloud. 

To maintain communication between the 
school and the parents regarding well being 

3505 

7-13 B14 

A new system in place for parents 
evenings in 2020/21 to ensure 
regular dialect between home and 
school regarding academic 
performance 

To maintain communication between the 
school and the parents regarding academic 
performance 

7-9 
B7 

B13 
B10 

Anxiety groups at KS3 to support 
individuals who are struggling with 
the return to school 

Aim to reduce anxiety and improve school 
attendance 

 

7-13 
B12 
B13 

Counsellor system changed to a 
fixed number of sessions 

Aim to improve number of students able to 
access counselling services 

 

7-13 
B12 
B13 

Aim to appoint MHWH worker 
Increase level of support where lower level 
support is required 

 

7-11 B7 
ELSA time increased by 50% to 
support a larger amount of students 

Students at both KS3 and 4 are supported 
3198 



 
 

7-11 
B1 
B2 
B7 

Teaching assistant contracts have 
change to start at 8:30am to enable 
further support with individuals in 
the morning 

Attainment gap minimised 

12500 

7-13 
B12 
B13 
B15 

Resilience week. Resilience coach 
delivering sessions for year groups 
& smaller focus groups at year 11 
and 13. A resilience focus in tutor 
period and tutor time for all year 
groups 

Students’ concerns with lost learning is 
normalised and they are given strategies to 
cope with finding things hard 

1700 

 


