
What will you study during the course? 
The examination board is Pearson‘s Edexcel.  You will work in a variety of media such as Fine Art (printing, painting and 
drawing), 3D Design (ceramics, 3D construction materials) and Textiles. 

In Year 10, you will complete 3 projects which teach important skills which are key to providing you with the confidence 

and understanding of GCSE assessment, presentation, research and problem-solving skills. There will be a CA in the 

summer term. Coursework continues during Year 11.  You will follow such projects as ‘Identity’, ‘Culture’, 

‘Blue’ and ‘Environment’.  

Assessment is based on the full range of GCSE levels from 9 to 1.  Feedback is constructive and skills-based, providing 
you with support and guidance. 

The coursework deadline is December.  You will have an externally set practical exam paper which is  

issued during January of Year 11.  The exam paper is issued approximately 8 school weeks before the exam date thus 

giving you taught time to prepare, experiment and research.  

Occasionally professional artists are invited to give presentations and hold workshops which may 
continue for a short period after school. This is subject to thier availability 

The main aim of the course is to develop your visual language skills and for you to build a comprehensive personal 
portfolio of work.  Importantly you should enjoy making, creating, experimenting and adopting a ‘what if’ approach.  

How will the course be taught? 
You will have 5 lessons over a fortnight with one member of staff.  Projects are themed in preparation of the final exam 
at the end of the course in Year 11.  Your teacher will provide you with projects, demonstrate techniques for you to 
apply and provide guidance.  There will be regularly held controlled assessments to test your learning.  You will be set 
regular homework tasks to develop your independent learning skills which must be completed to pass the course.  

Throughout the GCSE course, we plan exhibitions of your work to celebrate achievement.  Parents/carers are always 
invited.  The main exhibition is held during the summer term at the end of Year 11 and coincides with the external 
assessment carried out by a visiting moderator from the examination board. 

How will your work be assessed? 

Component 1 
Personal Portfolio in Art and Design This 
is worth 60% of your final grade 

Component 2 
Externally Set Assignment in Art and Design This 
is worth 40% of your final grade 

Internally set and marked.  Verified by an 
external moderator 

An externally set theme and internally marked.  Verified by 
an external moderator 

You will be assessed using the 4 Assessment Objectives - Develop, Experiment and Refine, Record, Present.  
Each objective is worth 18 marks.  Each project is assessed out of 72 marks. 

Where can it lead? 
This course prepares you for the Art A Level, which is followed on by studying Art in Further Education: Art Foundation 
course; BTEC Nationals; Diplomas and then Higher Education: Degree.  You can pursue a specialism such as fashion, 
window dressing, interior design, architecture, a teaching qualification, product design, textiles 
design/printing, art therapy, stage or set design, costume design, illustration, web design to name but a few. 

ART AND DESIGN

ART AND DESIGN




